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SUMMARIES OF THE HEBREW SECTION

REMAINS FROM THE EARLY ROMAN TO THE CRUSADER/AYYUBID PERIODS
AT HORBAT BORIN

‘ABED A-SALAM SA‘ID
(PP. 1*-16%)

Horbat Borin is located on the northwestern
outskirts of Baqa el-Gharbiya (map ref. NIG
2034/7033, OIG 1534/2033; Fig. 1). During the
excavation, a few sherds from the Persian (Fig.
6:1, 2) and Hellenistic (Fig. 6:3—6) periods were
discovered that were not in a stratigraphical
context, and numerous sherds dating to the
Mamluk period (not drawn) were found on the
surface level.

The settlement at Horbat Borin existed from
the Early Roman period (perhaps as early as the
Hellenistic or even the Persian period) until the
Crusader/Ayyubid period (and possibly even as
late as the Mamluk period), with an unexplained
hiatus in the fourth—fifth centuries CE.

Five strata (I-V) were exposed during
the excavation; architectural remains were
preserved in four of them. The earliest
architectural finds, which date to the Early
Roman period (end of the first century BCE—
mid-second century CE), were discovered in
Stratum I (Plan 1; Figs. 2, 3, and see Fig. 5:
7-18). In Stratum II (Plan 2; Fig. 3), the
remains of walls and a stone pavement were
revealed that belong to a residential building;
this stratum was ascribed to the Middle Roman
period (second-third centuries CE; Fig. 6). In
Stratum III (Plan 2), a wall and an installation, the
purpose of which is unknown, were discovered;
this layer dates to the Byzantine period (end of
the fifth—seventh centuries CE; Fig. 7).

In Stratum IV (Plan 3), which is ascribed to
the Early Islamic period, no architecture was

identified and only pottery was found (Fig. 8).
In Stratum V (Plan 3; Fig. 4), remains were
discovered that indicate a planned construction
of dwellings dating to the Crusader/Ayyubid
period (eleventh—thirteenth centuries CE;
Fig. 9). The Crusader-period settlement at
Horbat Borin should probably be identified
with Casal Neuf, the New Village.

CAPTIONS TO ILLUSTRATIONS

Fig. 1. Location map.

Fig. 2. Bedrock surface and rock-cutting from
the Early Roman period, looking east.

Fig. 3. Rock-hewn pit and plaster floor from the
Early Roman period, looking west; above them
are the remains of Room 2 from the Middle
Roman period.

Plan 1. Stratum I (Early Roman period).

Plan 2. Stratum II (Middle Roman period) and
Stratum I1I (Byzantine period).

Plan 3. Stratum IV (Early Islamic period) and
Stratum V (Crusader/Ayyubid period).

Fig. 4. Tabun and cistern from the Crusader
period, looking south.

Fig. 5. Pottery from the Persian (1, 2),
Hellenistic (3—6) and Early Roman (7-18)
periods.

Fig. 6. Pottery from the Middle Roman period.
Fig. 7. Pottery from the Byzantine period.

Fig. 8. Pottery from the Early Islamic period.
Fig. 9. Pottery from the Crusader/Ayyubid
period.
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