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UNDERGROUND RESERVOIRS FROM THE CRUSADER PERIOD AND LATER
REMAINS NEXT TO AND NORTH OF THE SYNAGOGUE AT MOZA

ZVI GREENHUT
(Pp. 135-144)

This article is dedicated to the memory of Professor Carsten Thiede,
Staatsunabhdingige Theologische Hochschule, Basel

Three underground vaults were exposed
next to and north of the present synagogue at
Moza (map ref. NIG 21565-75/63330-35,
OIG 16565-75/13330-35) during the course
of development work conducted nearby. The
vaults are part of an underground water reservoir
belonging to the famous Crusader building that
has been known of in the area for a long time
(Plan 1). As a result of this development work
the site was documented by the author in the
summer of 2000.

Two of the vaults (I and II; 4.1 x 10.0 m) are
parallel, oriented in a north—south direction;
they have pointed ceilings and are built of
ashlar stones that incorporate the hewn bedrock
in certain places (Plan 2). The ceilings of the
vaults are treated with dark gray plaster, as are
the joints between the stones in the walls of the
vaults (Fig. 5). Although the floor of the vaults
was not exposed, the volume of the reservoir is
estimated to be approximately 1700 cu m.
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The two vaults are separated by a series of
three arches borne atop square pillars (Plan 2:
Sections 1-1, 2-2). The arches and pillars were
built of ashlar stones made of nari that are neatly
dressed in a diagonal fashion characteristic of
Crusader construction. Another characteristic
Crusader phenomenon is the appearance of
mason’s marks on some of the voussoirs (e.g.,
Plan 2: Sections 1-1, 2-2, 3-3, 4-4). Also
noteworthy is the appearance of 18 iron nails
that are hammered in different places into the
walls of the vaulted structure.

The end of a channel was discovered close to
the northwestern corner of Vault 1. Based on
its location and direction, I assume the channel
was part of the system that supplied water to the
vaulted structure and its purpose was to convey
that water from the springs situated west of the
site to the reservoir.

The third vault (III) was an active vault
that was used to drain the water from the
synagogue’s kitchen and courtyard in recent
years (Plan 2: Sections 8-8, 9-9). This is an
elongated and pointed vault (3.0 x 7.4 m) that
is oriented along an east-west axis. Despite its
floor not having been exposed its volume is
presumed to be ¢. 45 cu m.

The vault is treated with light colored plaster
that covers an undercoat of gray plaster identical
to that on Vaults I and II. Seven iron nails that
were driven into its walls were also discovered.
In the vault’s eastern wall was a plastered,
sloping chute that led to the reservoir from
the east and drained the water into the vault.
Inside it was a funnel-shaped basalt stone in
secondary use, which was originally a hopper-
rubber millstone.

A large Crusader hall was discovered above
the underground Crusader water reservoir; this
hall was probably covered by a groined vault
and only some of the bases of its arches were
preserved. To the north of this hall was part of a
courtyard that was probably contemporary with
the hall, but its northern and western boundaries
are not known (Plan 2:Sections 5-5, 6-6).

In the balk north of the courtyard part of a
box-like structure was discovered that supported
a staircase and which was originally abutted
by a plaster floor to the west (Plan 2: Section
7-T7). Water from the staircase was drained by
means of a ceramic pipe (Fig. 1). Although all of
these remains probably belong to the Crusader
structure, it is possible they postdate it.

In a phase that was subsequent to the period
of the original Crusader use, some of the stone
arches of the hall were sealed (Fig. 2) and the
eastern side of the courtyard was made narrower
by the addition of a long narrow room that was
accessed by an opening in the south, from the
direction of the hall (Plan 2: Section 6-6; Fig. 3).
It is unclear whether the Crusader hall continued
to exist alongside the courtyard, which was
reduced in size, and the elongated room next to
it.

A wall and the corner of a building made
of fieldstones that were discovered in the
excavation’s northern balk are attributed to later
phases. The remains of a kiln/tabun that also
appeared in the northern balk of the excavation,
but at a higher level than that of the other remains
discovered in this section, are ascribed to the
latest phase of construction (Plan 2: Section 7—
7). All the rest of the built elements in the area,
such as the synagogue itself and the other walls,
are recent walls and can be dated to after 1871.

The remains that were discovered in the
excavation reflect the wealth and high status of
the owner of the place. These remains are part
of a famous massive building called Qusr Melek
el-Yahud (Fig. 4), which was already identified
in the past as a manor house; however, in light
of the structure’s proximity to the main road to
Jerusalem it may have also been used for other
purposes. A stone fragment, bearing a depiction
of the bottom part of a cross (Fig. 6), was found
after the conclusion of the survey. This stone is
further evidence of the Christian character of
the building. This building joins the extensively
developed array of settlements, farms, buildings,
and Crusader roads that were in this region in
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the twelfth century CE, until the end of Frankish
rule in the year 1187.

CAPTIONS TO ILLUSTRATIONS

Plan 1. Plan of the general surroundings of the
area of the synagogue at Moza.

Plan 2. Plan and sections of the three
underground vaults in the courtyard of the
synagogue at Moza.

Fig. 1. Ceramic pipe that drains the staircase,
looking north.

Fig. 2. Arch 1 (center) blocked by W2, looking
northeast. Wall 9 is to the right of the arch;
farther on the right is Arch IV, blocked by W7.

Fig. 3. Wall 2 and a blocked opening in its
center, looking south. To the right of the opening
is the beginning of a destroyed wall (W10) that
extended to the north.

Fig. 4. The southeastern corner of the Crusader
building, next to the road, looking northwest.
Fig. 5. The northeastern corner of Vault I,
looking northeast. Note the stone courses
founded on the bedrock and the gray plaster that
appears between the stones and on the vault.
Fig. 6. Stone fragment with a relief of the
bottom part of a cross and a frame.
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