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A LATE BRONZE AGE POTTERY ASSEMBLAGE FROM TEL HADID
(EL-HADITHA)

ALLA NAGORSKY AND ELI YANNAI
(Pp. 13*-22%)

A salvage excavation was conducted in October
2000 on the southwestern face of Tel Hadid
(el-Haditha) as part of the development of the
Cross-Isracl Highway (map ref. 19526/65248).
The excavation reached the bottom of a
water cistern (diam. 4.8 m, c. 1 m preserved
depth) whose walls had been destroyed by
the development work (Plan 1). The cistern’s
ceiling probably collapsed in antiquity, sealing
its contents. The fill contained soil, small
stones, human bones, and pottery vessels.

The pottery (Figs. 1-6) and the large quantity
of human skeletal remains recovered from
the cistern (see Nagar, this volume) suggests
that the assemblage originated in an adjacent
cave. Most of the vessels in the assemblage
resemble those from pottery assemblages in
the Shephelah and the Judean Hills rather than
those from the southern coastal plain. A few
parallels were found with pottery assemblages
from tombs in Jerusalem and at Tel Jadur,
indicating that the inhabitants of Tel Hadid had
cultural links with settlements in the Judean
Shephelah and the Judean Hills.

Most of the parallels found are from
settlement strata and tombs dating from the
end of the Late Bronze Age (thirteenth—twelfth
centuries BCE). No examples were found of
Late Bronze Age Cypriot pottery imports nor
of typical Philistine pottery, featuring, e.g.,
bell-shaped kraters and horizontal handles. The
Tel Hadid assemblage is thus local Canaanite.
It dates to the end of the Late Bronze Age, after
Cypriot imports came to an end and before the
spread of the Philistine style. Following the
conventional subdivisions, the vessels date to
LB IIIB.

CAPTIONS TO ILLUSTRATIONS

Plan 1. The water cistern, plan and section.
Fig. 1. The pottery: small bowls.

Fig. 2. The pottery: large bowls.

Fig. 3. The pottery: carinated bowls.

Fig. 4. The pottery: kraters and cooking pots.
Fig. 5. The pottery: jugs and juglets.

Fig. 6. The pottery: pyxides, oil lamp and cup-
bowl.
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