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ANTHROPOLOGICAL REMAINS FROM THE CEMETERY AT QANAT EL-JA®’AR

Y 0sSI NAGAR
(Pp. 87*-89%)

Human skeletal remains were found in three
burial caves dated to the Intermediate Bronze
Age (Table 1; see Horowitz, this volume).
The poorly preserved remains were inspected
on-site only, then left in place. Although most
fragments were scattered, it is possible to
determine that primary burial in a flexed posture
and diverse orientation was practiced here.

The skeletal remains represent at least 14
individuals: one infant (1-2 years old) and 13
adults (>15 years old). A few more individuals
could have been originally buried in caves T100
and T101. Among the adults, whose age-at-

death distribution is presented in Table 1, three
males and two (three?) females were identified.

The use of burial caves for several individuals
is uncommon during the Intermediate
Bronze Age, during which singular burials
were the norm. A comparison of the MNI in
contemporary sites in the north and center of
the country is presented in Table 2. It might be
suggested that Qanat el-Ja“’ar cemetery served
a small local population, as opposed to the
large, contemporary cemeteries at Bet Dagan
and Jericho, and therefore the tombs served
several burials.
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