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AN IRON-AGE II DWELLING CAVE ON THE MOUNT OF OLIVES, JERUSALEM

NURIT FEIG
(Pp. 41-60)

Salvage excavations prior to development
works were carried out in December 2002
and in March—April 2003, in the ash-
Sheikh  neighborhood on the southern
ridge of the Mount of Olives above Nahal
Kadum (map ref. NIG 22370-78/63122-30;
OIG 17370-78/13122-30). The excavations
uncovered the remains of a dwelling cave, a
burial cave and an area of hewn rock (Plan 1).

The sanctity in which the Mount of Olives is
held by the three monotheistic religions and its
location overlooking the Temple Mount have
led to frequent surveys of the area in the past.
Previous surveys recorded mainly caves and
installations, dating predominantly from the
Byzantine period.

Area A

In the north of the site, a natural cave was
discovered, whose ceiling had collapsed,
probably in antiquity. Inside the cave, a
structure (7.25 x 7.50 m) was built, the walls
of which adjoined the side of the cave (Plan
2; Fig. 1). The cave had a beaten-earth floor,
about 5-7 cm thick, containing pottery sherds.
The only entrance to the structure was through
W4 in the north. Two phases were uncovered in
the cave, both from Iron Age Il

Phase A. A structure with benches was partially
built and partially hewn in the rock. In the
southwestern corner of the structure was a
round, stone-built installation (diam. 1.8 m;
Fig. 2). Near the entrance in W4, a shallow,
irregularly shaped pit contained fragments
of plaster and eighth-century BCE pottery

(Fig. 3).

Phase B. Following the partial collapse of the
walls and the ceiling, two curved retaining
walls (W1, W2) were built in order to support

the ceiling. One wall (W3) was thickened to
strengthen it. As a result, the fill covered part
of the installation. A small room with a cobbled
floor was added in the entrance area (L439;
Figs. 4-6).

One bowl, dated to MB 11, was found outside
the cave (Fig. 8), while the many pottery vessels
found on the floor of the structure can be dated
to Iron II (eighth—seventh centuries BCE; Figs.
9-12).

Area B

This area was located 50 m southeast of Area
A. Cuts in the bedrock, probably the result of
quarrying, were uncovered here (Plan 3). An
exposed rock-hewn burial cave (Plan 4; Fig.
7), with a single burial chamber (3 x 3 m), was
surveyed and cleaned. No pottery sherds were
found in this area.

The dwelling cave on the Mount of Olives
is a unique phenomenon. The quality of its
construction, the benches along the walls
and the combination of the structure with the
natural rock indicate that it was constructed for
a specific purpose. The pottery was domestic
in nature, with no sign of ritual elements. The
cave should be considered part of the late Iron 11
settlement array along the road from Jericho to
Jerusalem during the end of the eighth—seventh
centuries BCE, post-dating Sennacherib’s
campaign to Judah.

CAPTIONS TO ILLUSTRATIONS

Fig. 1. Location map.

Plan 1. Excavation areas.

Plan 2. Area A, dwelling cave, plan and
sections.

Fig. 2. General view of the cave and the
excavations, looking east.
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Fig. 3. The circular stone installation (L446),
looking west.

Fig. 4. Floor of the building and the pit cutting
into it, looking east.

Fig. 5. Retaining W1, cutting into W3 and the
bench along the wall looking west; to left: the
stone installation.

Fig. 6. The entrance room (L439), looking
east.

Fig. 7. The entrance and the steps, looking west.
Plan 3. Area B, rock-hewn area.

Plan 4. Area B, burial cave, plan and sections.
Fig. 8. The burial cave, looking northeast.

Fig. 9. Pottery from Iron Age I1.

Fig. 10. Pottery from Iron Age II.

Fig. 11. Pottery from Iron Age II.

Fig. 12. Pottery from Iron Age II.

Fig. 13. Middle Bronze Il bowl (L423, 426).
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