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AN EARLY ISLAMIC-PERIOD STRUCTURE ON DANNY MASS STREET,
RAMLA

OREN SHMUELI
(PP. 99*-126%)

In 2004 a salvage excavation was conducted
on Danny Mass Street, Ramla, within the
boundaries of the ancient city of Ramla (Figs.
1,2; Plan 1).

Four strata were identified. The earliest
Stratum IV was exposed in Sq E8, comprising
an earthen fill (L228; Fig. 4; Plan 2) that
contained potsherds—including imports from
Egypt and China—stone and glass vessels (see
Katsnelson, this volume), dating from the mid-
eighth to the tenth centuries CE (Figs. 13-20).
The stratigraphic relationship between this fill
and the building remains above it (Stratum III,
see below) could not be ascertained.

Remains attributed to Stratum III were
exposed in all excavation squares, revealing
three architectural phases (Plan 2). Phase Illc
included fragmentary remains of installations
(Sq E7, W283; Sq E6, W282) and a wall
foundation (W281; Fig. 3) above the Stratum
IV fill. Phase IIIb included the remains of a
large building, which was erected upon three
terraces (Plan 2). For the most part, only
wall foundations or robbery trenches thereof
survived. The building comprised a courtyard
(L223, L267), whose floor was made of packed
earth mixed with small stones, potsherds and
animal bones. A probe in the courtyard (L275)
exposed many potsherds and animal bones
(see Sade, this volume). Two additional fill
layers (L210, L219) were discerned above Fill
228 in a section dug to a depth of 3.7 m in the
courtyard (Plan 2: Section 3-3; Fig. 4). Some
10 m southeast of the courtyard (Sq D11), two
patches of plaster floors (L103, L106) and a
wall fragment (W1; Plan 3) were unearthed.
The main part of the building (Sqs D-E/5-8)
comprised a vestibule surrounded by rooms
on three sides. In one of the walls (W256), a
threshold survived (Fig. 5). Room 247 was

completely preserved with its plastered floor
(Fig. 7), and another room (L103) had a marble
threshold, in secondary use, with a door socket
(Fig. 8), and plastered stone-built shelves, one
of which was well-preserved (Fig. 9). On the
lowest terrace, west of W238, were the remains
of two rooms separated by ashlar W251; within
the wall was an opening, of which a plastered
pillar survived (Fig. 10). The Phase IIIb
building was destroyed, as attested by the stone
collapse upon its floors (L103, L288) and the
remains of a burnt wooden door (L248). During
Phase IIla, an ashlar-built, paved circular
installation (L236) was constructed (Fig. 11).
Its function could not be determined. The finds
from Stratum III date from the mid-eighth to
the eleventh centuries CE (Figs. 21-28). The
building was probably built during the Abbasid
period for residential purposes and used until
the Fatimid period.

Stratum II is mainly attested by robbery
trenches throughout the excavation area,
evidence of the dismantling of earlier walls
for reuse as building material. Mamluk-period
potsherds (Fig. 25) were collected from this
stratum.

Stratum [ was exposed mainly in the eastern
part of the excavation (Sqs D8, E/8-9, D11),
including a sewage channel (L105, L215; Fig.
12; Plans 2, 3). This stratum was dated to the
Ottoman period based on ceramic pipes (not
illustrated).

The finds from this excavation point to the
high social status of the city’s inhabitants
during the Abbasid and Fatimid periods.

CAPTIONS TO ILLUSTRATIONS

Fig. 1. Location map.
Plan 1. General plan of the excavation squares.



SUMMARIES, ‘ATIQOT 86 119

Fig. 2. Excavation area, general view to the
northwest.

Plan 2. Squares D—E/5-9, plan and sections (on
next page).

Fig. 3. Foundation W251, looking west.

Fig. 4. Section beneath floor of Room 223,
looking northeast.

Plan 3. Square D11, plan and section.

Fig. 5. Threshold in central room, looking west.
Fig. 6. Wall 285, looking northeast.

Fig. 7. Room 247, looking south.

Fig. 8. Room 103, looking south.

Fig. 9. Shelf in W277, looking southwest.

Fig. 10. Plastered pillar, looking southeast.
Fig. 11. Circular installation (L236), looking
south.

Fig. 12. Sewage channel, looking southeast.
Fig. 13. Pottery from Stratum IV, L228: glazed
bowls.

Fig. 14. Pottery from Stratum IV, L228:
unglazed bowls, cup and kraters.

Fig. 15. Pottery and stone vessels from Stratum
1V, L228: cooking ware.

Fig. 16. Pottery from Stratum I'V, L228: storage
jars and a holemouth.

Fig. 17. Pottery from Stratum IV, L228: jugs
and kraters.

Fig. 18. Pottery from Stratum IV, L228: juglets,
flasks, decorated handles, lid and antiliya
vessel.

Fig. 19. Pottery from Stratum IV, L228: oil
lamps.

Fig. 20. Pottery from Stratum IV, L228:
zoomorphic vessel (B4479).

Fig. 21. Pottery from Stratum III: bowls.

Fig. 22. Pottery from Stratum III: cooking ware.
Fig. 23. Pottery from Stratum III: jugs and
juglet.

Fig. 24. Pottery from Stratum III: oil lamp and
zoomorphic vessel.

Fig. 25. Pottery from Stratum II: bowls and
flask.

Fig. 26. Metal artifacts.

Fig. 27. Iron hinges(?).

Fig. 28. Metal artifacts.



	He99-126
	En_Summ113-121

