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ROOF TILES AND BRICKS BEARING ROMAN
LEGIONARY STAMPS FROM LEGIO

YOTAM TEPPER
(PP. 133*-140%)

Excavations directed by Abu-‘Ugsa in 2001 in
Areas B and C at Legio, on the southeastern
slopes of el-Manakh Hill (Fig. 1), recovered
dozens of roof tiles and bricks. Ten of these
fragments bear Roman legionary stamps.
Stamps of this kind—with a Latin numeral
denoting the number of the legion—attest
to a Roman military presence at the site.
Schumacher was the first to identify the hill
of el-Manakh as the place where the Roman
legion at Legio was garrisoned; he documented
a fortress and roof tiles bearing the stamp of
Legio VI Ferrata. Other Sixth Legion roof'tiles
were found in the Legio survey and in nearby
excavations. Nevertheless, the tiles and bricks
with legionary stamps discussed here are the
first to be found in a controlled excavation
since Schumacher’s discoveries. Subsequent
excavations at the site exposed additional
finds that reinforce the assumption that the
site was home to a permanent Roman military
camp during the second—third centuries CE.

The fired-clay building materials from the
site consist mainly of flat roof tiles (tegulae),
but also include ridge tiles (imbrices), bricks
and floor tiles (Fig. 2). The roof tiles (Fig. 2:1—
8) have several types of edges, indicating that a
variety of manufacturing molds were used for
different roof-installation needs. The bricks and
floor tiles, which also come in various sizes,
were probably used to clad and pave walls and
floors (Fig. 2:9, 10). Eight of the roof tiles and
two of the bricks are impressed with a Roman
legionary stamp (Fig. 3). Petrographic analysis
of the fragments containing legionary stamps
shows that they were produced from local
raw materials (see Shapiro, this volume), thus
confirming the existence of a pottery workshop
near the legion’s permanent garrison at Legio.
All the tile and brick stamps are in Latin.

Six of the stamps (Fig. 3:1-6) belong to
Legio VI Ferrata. Despite their limited number,
they can be divided into three subgroups.
Stamps 1-4 are ordinary rectangular stamps
with slightly rounded corners; the letters
are uniform in size and raised at the edges.
Stamp 5 is in mirror writing; the rectangular
stamp has rounded corners and its letters are
poorly fashioned and not uniform in size.
Stamp 6 has a rectangular monogram pattern:
the letter E can be seen intertwined with two
small letters that resemble an R, one above the
other. The interconnected letters may also form
an ornamental border for the stamp. In either
case, the fragment probably represents the right
side of a stamp containing the shortened Latin
form of [FIER/R, the Sixth Legion, rendered as
[LEGVIFIER/R in its complete version.

One rectangular stamp, impressed on a brick,
is probably that of Legio II Traiana (Fig. 3:7).
The letters are uniform in size with rounded
edges. The impression, the left part of which is
largely preserved, is set in a double rectangular
frame and bears the letters LEG (legion) and the
number Il. This stamp is unique in the region
of Legio. The name of the legion can probably
be reconstructed thus: II[TR] or II[T]. Since the
right side of the impression is missing, the
stamp may be that of a legion with a number
higher than II, such as ll[I]. However, the find
of similar, better-preserved stamps (LEGIITR)
in recent excavations at the legionary garrison
reinforces the initial assumption.

Also recovered were three stamps (Fig. 3:8—
10), on which the number of the legion cannot
be identified. It may cautiously be proposed
that Stamps 8 (in mirrored text) and 9 resemble
those of Legio VI Ferrata, whereas Stamp 10
is similar to Stamp 7, which can probably be
assigned to Legio II Traiana.
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Historical sources tell of an additional
Roman legion in Judea—augmenting the force
of the Tenth Legion stationed in Jerusalem—
which garrisoned at Legio as early as the first
decades of the second century CE, when Judea
became a consular province. Latin inscriptions
from Caesarea, published by Cotton and Eck,
suggest that the change in Judea’s status took
place during Trajan’s reign (98-117 CE),
probably during the Parthian war of 114-117
CE. The additional legion would therefore have
entered the country early in the second decade
of the second century CE, and that should be
the date when the permanent garrison was
established at Legio. It is often claimed that it
was the Sixth Legion that reached Legio first,
during the reign of Hadrian (117-138 CE).
However, Isaac and Roll believe that it was
in fact the Second Legion that was stationed
at Legio first, although for only a brief period,
until the arrival of the Sixth Legion.

The relatively few examples of Second
Legion stamps and the more common Sixth

Legion stamps are consistent with these
historical conclusions and reinforce Isaac and
Roll’s proposal. The finds show that roof tiles
and bricks were manufactured from the time
of the garrison’s establishment, early in the
second century CE, through the third century
CE. Since a manufacturing workshop has not
been found at Legio, we do not know what
production process was used there; as with the
workshops at Binyane Ha-Umma in Jerusalem
and Kefar Hananya, the legion may well have
requisitioned an existing workshop for its
needs. In any event, the finds contribute to
an understanding of the site of Legio and its
Roman military history.

CAPTIONS TO ILLUSTRATIONS

Fig. 1. Location map.

Fig. 2. Sections of roof tiles and bricks.

Fig. 3. Roof tiles and bricks bearing legionary
stamps.
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