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REMAINS OF AN EARLY ISLAMIC SETTLEMENT AND A HELLENISTIC
(ROMAN?) TOMB AT KHIRBAT DEIRAN, REHOVOT

ELENA KOGAN-ZEHAVI
(Pp. 77%-90%)

Six squares were opened in a trial excavation
on Ya‘aqov Street, Rehovot (map ref. NIG
19475-85/63235-40, OIG 14475-85/13235-40;
Fig. 1:4). In the two eastern squares nothing
survived due to modern activity, and in the
four western squares remains of two layers
were discovered (Plan 1) and ascribed to the

Hellenistic and Roman periods (Stratum 1) and
the Early Islamic period (Stratum 2). The site
is part of a large ruin, Khirbat Deiran, which
extends across an extensive area (Fig. 1) that
was exposed in several excavations to date: the
largest was conducted east of Ya‘aqov Street,
where a settlement and industrial remains from
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the Early Islamic period and remains from the
Early Roman period were unearthed (Fig. 1:3);
along the fringes of the ruin (map ref. OIG
1449/1322) were settlement remains from the
Byzantine and Early Islamic periods, most
of which are of an industrial nature; at map
ref. OIG 14480-500/1300-24 were building
remains, pits and a potter’s kiln from the
Roman, Byzantine and Early Islamic periods;
south of the site was a winepress dating to the
later part of the Byzantine period that ceased
to be used in the Early Islamic period, and an
olive press (Fig. 1:2); and on 18 Ya‘aqov St.
a burial complex from the end of the Roman
and the Byzantine periods was discovered
(Fig. 1:1).

Stratum 1

The earliest remains in the excavation were
exposed in Stratum 1, where a Hellenistic
(Roman?) tomb hewn in kurkar (L229 [the
bottom of the tomb]; Plan 2; Fig. 2) was
revealed; it was covered with beach sand and
its upper part was destroyed. The bottom of
the tomb was a concave ellipse and the walls
around it were straightened to form a narrow
ledge. A few disintegrated bones that cannot
be identified, and a ceramic amphoriskos of
unusual form, found in situ, were discovered
on the floor of the tomb (Fig. 3).

Stratum 2

The plan of the architectural remains from
Stratum 2 were only partially exposed (Plan 1)
due to the limitations of the excavation area
and the proximity of the remains to surface
level. Four phases (I-IV) were discerned; the
original building was constructed in the eighth
century CE and continued to exist from the
beginning to the middle of the ninth century
CE. The building’s function did not change in
the first two phases but its plan was altered:
the building was widened, rooms were added
and floor levels raised. In the third phase two
units were built that may have belonged to
one or two different structures; however, the
walls of the earlier phase were not used in their

construction. In the fourth phase another new
building was constructed that did not relate to
the plans of the previous buildings.

Phase 1. The wall sections exposed from Phase
I were insufficient to provide an understanding
of the overall plan of the building; sections of
five walls (W1017, W1019, W1021, W1015,
W1018) and bedrock that was leveled for use as
the floor (L220, L216) were uncovered (Fig. 4).
The walls, which were of varying thickness,
were built of different-sized fieldstones, without
bonding material. In the fill overlying the floor
level (and in the fill above the wall, L215, L223)
a few pottery sherds dating to the second half
of the eighth century CE were discovered (see
Avissar, this volume), as well as a coin from
295/6 CE (No. 1; identified by Robert Kool)
that does not belong to the complex and attests
to activity in the region during the Late Roman
period.

Phase 1I. The remains of the building from
Phase II (Plan 3) were better preserved. It was
possible to discern that the Phase I building
continued to be used after several changes.
Wall sections of three rooms (L2—4) and two
floors related to Rooms 2 and 3 were exposed.
The walls (W1015, W1013, W1017, W1023;
0.8—1.0 m wide) were built of dry construction
utilizing different-sized lightly hewn stones and
were preserved to a height of two courses.

The finds ascribed to this phase include a few
fragments of glass vessels (not treated), a large
quantity of pottery vessels, among them body
sherds of bowls, some of which are glazed,
cooking kraters, jars, saqiya vessels, jugs and
a lamp, which date from the beginning of the
eighth to the middle of the ninth century CE
(see Avissar, this volume).

Phase III. In Phase III two units, a northern
and southern one, were installed. The plan of
the building from the preceding phase (Plan 4;
Fig. 5) changed when the earlier building was
partitioned into two units by building new walls
at a higher level and a new floor was installed.
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The southwestern part of a large room (No. 5)
delimited by Walls 1012 and 1016 was exposed
in the northern unit. A gray plaster floor (L144,
L189, L190) abutted the walls in the room. A
round hewn pit (L129; Plan 4: Section 2-2),
whose walls were treated with plaster similar to
the gray floor, was installed inside the room in
this phase. A section of a rectangular room (No.
6) delimited by Walls 1011, 1012 and 1016 was
exposed south of and adjacent to Room 5.

South of this unit, a second unit (No. 7) was
exposed, and served for cooking and baking;
in it were an oven (L207) and a pithos (L183),
enclosed from the north by W1009. The two
installations were built on a gray plaster floor,
identical to the plaster of the oven and that of the
floor in Room 5, in the northern unit. The oven
was round (L207; Plan 4; Fig. 5) and was exposed
in its entirety. A ceramic pipe was inserted
diagonally (Figs. 6; 7) into a round hole fixed in
the bottom western part of the oven; the opening
of the pipe faced northwest and functioned as
the inlet of a bellows. The oven was discovered
replete with fragments of dozens of ribbed jars,
cooking kraters and a fragment of a glass vessel
(not treated). Apparently, after it was no longer
used as an oven, refuse was discarded in it. The
second installation is a pithos, exposed almost
in its entirety, next to the western side of the
oven (L183). The pithos was also surrounded
by fieldstone-built walls, which abutted W1009
(Fig. 5). It too was found filled with fragments
of jars, mostly handles (95), as well as other
finds.

In the fill overlying the floors of this phase
were various artifacts: numerous fragments of
pottery vessels from the Early Islamic period,
including a wide selection of mostly glazed
bowls, jars and jugs, an almost intact jug
uncovered on the floor of Room 5, a complete
glazed bottle exposed in the eastern end of
Room 6 (see Avissar, this volume), fragments
of glass vessels, a bronze bell (Fig. 8:1), a piece
of'abracelet (Fig. 8:2) and a needle (Fig. 8:3). A
bronze coin (No. 4; identified by Robert Kool)
from the fourth-fifth centuries CE, also found
in the fill above the floor (L183), bears witness

to a Byzantine presence in the region. A special
find composed of two pieces of a single textile
that corresponds to the date of this phase was
discovered on the floor of Room 5 (L161; Fig.
10, studied by Orit Shamir).

Three flintimplements that were not discovered
in situ were found in the fill at the northwestern
end of W1011 (L187). The tools, two flakes and
a scraper made from a retouched blade, probably
belong to an Epipalaeolithic industry.

Phase IV.InPhase IV the building’s plan changed
completely (Plan 5). New walls were added to
the building in the northern part and a new floor
was set down; the part of the southern unit near
the oven and pithos was no longer used.

The finds included a few fragments of
pottery vessels, among them glazed and
unglazed bowls, jugs, jars, cooking kraters
and a lid (Avissar, this volume); fragments of
glass vessels; and two coins: one on the top of
W1003 (Basket 15; No. 3, identified by Robert
Kool) from the fourth—fifth centuries CE and
the other, dating to 351-361 CE, recovered
from a disturbed assemblage (L108; Basket 31;
No. 2, identified by Robert Kool). An unusual
artifact not discovered in sifu is a gemstone
bearing the image of Zeus. It was found in the
fill that covered the oven (L154; Fig. 9, studied
by Helena Sokolov) and is dated to the first—
second centuries CE.

CAPTIONS TO ILLUSTRATIONS

Fig. 1. Location map of the excavation relative
to other excavations at Khirbat Deiran.

Fig. 2. Remains of the rock-hewn tomb, looking
south.

Plan 1. The remains according to strata: plan
and sections.

Fig. 3. The juglet exposed on the bottom of the
tomb, looking south.

Plan 2. Stratum 2, Phase I.

Fig. 4. The chalk floor from Stratum 2, Phase I,
related to W1018, looking south. The wall was
made thicker in Phase III when the oven was
installed.
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Plan 3. Stratum 2, Phase II.

Plan 4. Stratum 2, Phase III.

Fig. 5. The southern unit of Stratum 2, Phase I11:
right—W1009; left—the oven; and behind—
the jar, looking west.

Fig. 6. The oven in the southern unit, Phase III,
and the in situ pipe used as a bellows.

Fig. 7. The oven after it was removed from its
location and after restoration.

Fig. 8. Metal finds.

Plan 5. Stratum 2, Phase IV.

Fig. 9. The gemstone.

Fig. 10. The two pieces of fabric stitched
together.

Fig. 11. The Persian, Hellenistic and Early
Roman finds from the tomb and the fill at the
site.
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