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SETTLEMENT REMAINS FROM THE CHALCOLITHIC PERIOD AND
MIDDLE BRONZE AGE II AT NAHAL GUVRIN

PIRHIYA NAHSHONI
(Pp. 1¥-32%)

The Nahal Guvrin site is located on a low
hill along the western fringe of the southern
Shephelah, between Kibbutz Gat and Kibbutz
Gal’on, ¢. 150 m south of the Nahal Guvrin
streambed (map ref. NIG 18280/61550, OIG
13280/11550; Fig. 1). Road 353 cuts through
the site, which is heavily damaged. In a trial
excavation, conducted in 2003, four areas were
opened (Al, A2, BI, B2; see Fig. 1) on the
northern slope of the hill, uncovering a total of
240 sq m. The excavation revealed the remains
of a previously unknown Chalcolithic site of
the Ghassulian-Be’er Sheva‘ culture (Stratum
IT; Areas A1, A2) superimposed by the remains
of a Middle Bronze Age II village (Stratum
I; Areas A2, Bl1, B2), identified in an earlier
survey.

The Chalcolithic Period
The poorly preserved Chalcolithic remains
consisted of a structure, the walls of which
were apparently built so as to take advantage
of the boulders on the rocky slope (W10,
W11, L161; Plan 1; Fig. 2); and two stamped-
earth floors with pebble- and stone-built work
surfaces, attributed to two separate phases
(Sgs D-E/29-30; Plan 2). The lower surface
(L146) was covered by a thick accumulation
that included ash and pottery sherds. Four
small round installations (L168—171; Figs.
4, 5) were set into the later floor (L132; Fig. 3)
and on an adjacent rock outcrop; they probbly
served as crucibles. To the west of these floors
were located two or three poorly preserved
subterranean cavities (L145, L154, L158), two
of which were blocked by walls (W9, W14;
Figs. 6, 7).

The largest group of pottery vessels
uncovered from this stratum (Figs. 10-14) was
of storage vessels (storage and holemouth jars;

50%), while bowls made up only 26% of the
assemblage. This distribution is very different
from that found in four other Chalcolithic
assemblages from the northern Negev (Gerar,
Qatif, Abu Matar and Shigmim), where bowls
make up between 40 and 60 percent of the
assemblage, and storage vessels—only 37 to 40
percent. This difference in vessel frequencies
probably indicates differences in the economic
base of the sites. The large areas suitable for
farming along the Nahal Guvrin streambed as
well as the higher rainfall rates in the southern
Shephelah made for more abundant agricultural
products that had to be stored at the Nahal
Guvrin site compared with those in the northern
Negev.

Middle Bronze Age 11

Remains of four structures, belonging to a well-
planned rural settlement, date from the final
phase of MB IIA and early MB IIB. In Area A2
(Plan 2) two structures were found: a room (W1,
W2, W12; Fig. 8) with an outdoor bench (W13)
and an adjoining courtyard (L124, L127; L118,
L119, L164); and four poorly preserved walls
(W4-W7) surrounding a courtyard (L140). In
Areas Bl (Plan 3) and B2 (Plan 4) the remains
of two additional structures were uncovered.
Up to three building phases were discerned in
the different structures (e.g., Fig. 9), indicating
the long duration of the settlement. This is also
attested by the pottery finds from this stratum
(Figs. 15-20), which parallel those of Strata
P-6 through P-3 at Tel Lakhish.

CAPTIONS TO ILLUSTRATIONS

Fig. 1. Location map and the excavation areas.
Plan 1. Area Al.
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Fig. 2. Area Al: collapsed fieldstones (L151),
looking southwest.

Fig. 3. Area A2: Floor 132, looking west.

Plan 2. Area A2, Sqs D-E/27-30.

Fig. 4. Area A2: Installation 168, looking south.
Fig. 5. Area A2: Installation 169, looking south.
Fig. 6. Area A2: entrance to Subterranean
Cavity 145 and W9, looking south.

Fig. 7. Area A2: entrance to Subterranean
Cavity 154 and W14, looking northeast.

Plan 3. Area A2, Sqs D24-26, plan and sections.
Fig. 8. Area A2: MB II room and courtyard,
looking northeast. In right corner below,
Chalcolithic-period floor.

Plan 4. Area B1.

Plan 5. Area B2.

Fig. 9. Area B2: Wall 53 above W55 and nearby
Stone Heap 323, looking west.

Fig. 10. Chalcolithic bowls.

Fig. 11. Chalcolithic holemouth jars.

Fig. 12. Chalcolithic amphoriskos and storage
jars.

Fig. 13. Chalcolithic cornets, goblets and
fenestrated-pedestal bowls.

Fig. 14. Chalcolithic churns, an ossuary
fragment and a stone incense burner.

Fig. 15. MB II bowls and kraters.

Fig. 16. MB II cooking pots and a lid.

Fig. 17. MB 1I casseroles and a cooking
vessel(?).

Fig. 18. MB II storage jars.

Fig. 19. MB II pithoi.

Fig. 20. MB II jugs, juglets and a pottery slab.
Fig. 21. MB II groundstone tools.
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