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The Coins from Gane Ṭal

Donald T. Ariel

During excavations at Gane Ṭal, 71 coins were found. Of these, 52 were identifiable and are 
presented here (Fig. 1; see Catalogue, below). The Islamic-period coins (Nos. 44–52) were 
identified by Ariel Berman.1

The numismatic profile largely reflects the stratigraphy of the site, as presented by 
the excavators (see Arbel and ‘Ad, this volume). Stratum IV, mainly defined by three 
architectural features, is dated by its finds, including two coins (Nos. 1, 2), to the Early 
Roman period. Number 2, a coin of Agrippa I, was found at the bottom of a fill in the cistern 
in Area D2, and provides a secure date for that feature. It is noteworthy that three coins 
(Nos. 3–5) are dated to the Late Roman period, although no architectural features of the 
second and third centuries CE were identified at the site, indicating that there was possibly 
no occupation gap during that time. 

The majority of the coins were retrieved from Stratum III of the Byzantine period, many 
of them were found in structures with a secure stratigraphic context, in which case the 
coins provide robust dates for the structures. The fact that the number of coins dated to 
the fourth–fifth centuries CE (n = 18; Nos. 6–23) is similar to that of the coins dated to 
the sixth–seventh centuries CE (n = 20; Nos. 24–43) is of interest, given the distinctly 
different modules (i.e., diameters) of the coins of these two chronological groups. The coins 
of the fourth–fifth centuries are very small in comparison with those of the sixth–seventh 
centuries; the latter include two of the largest-sized coins of the Byzantine period, folles 
and half folles. The purchasing power of the large coins was many times more than that of 
the smaller coins of their time, and would have been much less easily lost by their owners. 
Also noteworthy is the fact that 16 of the 20 coins of the sixth–seventh centuries date to the 
period before 541/2 CE, the time of the Justinianic plague.2 

A decline in currency, and possibly in economic prosperity, in the later part of the 
Byzantine period was also noticed in the numismatic material from several sites in southern 

1	 The coins were cleaned by Lena Kuperschmidt in the IAA laboratories, and were photographed by Clara Amit 
of the IAA photography studio.

2	 Before any historical explanations were proposed for the decline of Byzantine currency in the region, this 
phenomenon was generally related to purely numismatic factors, such as a reduced circulation of the heavy 
folles of Justinian I in the east (Ariel 2002:298).
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Fig. 1. The Coins.
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Israel (Ariel 2002:301, n. 18), e.g., the early sixth-century CE hoard of Tel Ya‘oz (Ariel 
2002:301, n. 16). The decline in the amount of coin finds from the mid-sixth century CE on 
is particularly evident in small sites, where the phenomenon is more easily identified (e.g., 
the Kathisma Church, south of Jerusalem; Ariel, forthcoming). Based on the numismatic 
finds at the ‘Third Mile Estate’ outside of Ashqelon, it was suggested that the occupation 
there ended as an indirect result of the Justinianic plague (Ariel 2013:230). Recent research 
has tended to downplay the effects of the plague on the sixth century (Mordechai et al. 
2019) and it is also possible, however, that the decline at Gane Ṭal and at other sites was the 
outcome of other historical circumstances, such as the purported abolishment of the frontier 
military units of this region, limitanei, by Justinian I, as possibly related by Procopius 
(Casey 1996:221), or other historical circumstances. 

The numismatic profile of Gane Ṭal also includes nine coins from the Ayyūbid and 
Mamluk periods (Nos. 43–52), all probably relating to the Mamluk-period occupation at 
the site (Stratum II). 
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