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Table 1. The Flint Assemblage

% N Type 310
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6 1 Bladelets 2°1127%
22 4 Canaanean blades 0°°1y15 0°an%
6 1 Cores D°1°VI3
11 2 Sickle blades %31 *2717
100 18 Total 77”70
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Table 2. Distribution of the Finds within the Cave

77707 mMapn Nyn Yon ABUCh] n¥1APR XD
Vestibule Burial Cave Type Group Finds
L143,L152 LI151 L147 Ll4la Ll141b LI21
2 1 2 3 7 Carinated bowls NI N1YR | AR PP NNDWHN fofb)
Ribh@airiabialah]
Rounded bowls MYayi n1vp o
ounded bow's l Gray Burnished Ware
1 1 1 Miniature bowls N1*vp
1 2 3 2 3 Small bowls NIVP NP
1 1 S 2510 MYya n1vp
S-shaped bowls
1 1 1 2 Large bowls M2173 n1wp
1 1 1 Chalice 12/n¥y21p
1 1 Holemouth 977¥D
4 6 2 Amphoriskoi N1°Ip1p
Q17X ©0INN 095
3 2 2 4 ARY1? N7 oY N1°oD Red Slipped Ware | 0711793
Juglets with strap handle Pottery
1 3 Teapots D°1IPMIP
1 Jug o
2 1 2 NPIPIp/9% IRNY QY D170
Juglets with narrow neck/
amphoriskoi
1 Votive juglet N°2°V11 N°2D
1 Cup ¥>23
2 1 | Metalic juglets N1°NON» N1°2D 0°°nonn 0°%>
1 Cup 23 Metalic Ware
1 T2 WY JOR MIYD mnw
Small, handmade holemouth Varia
4 13 18 19 27 | Total 89 17”70
6 0°1n
Beads
1 nonYy
Figurine
1 1 Sickle blades 23 21 Ny
%av M)
2 1 1 0*1v35 o°an® a
Canaanean blades .
Flint (see
2 6 1 4 7% N1001 0°1YI3 | Table 1)
Cores and debitage
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SUMMARIES OF THE HEBREW SECTION

AN EARLY BRONZE AGE I-II CEMETERY AT ‘EN HAKHLIL,
MiGpAL HA-‘EMEQ

YIFTAH SHALEV
(Pp. 1*-28%)

In February—March 2015, four rock-cut burial caves (Caves 1-4) were exposed on a hillslope
to the south of Migdal Ha-‘Emeq (map ref. 222198/730300; Figs. 1-4). Only Cave 2 (Plan
1) yielded archaeological finds, dating from Early Bronze Age I and II. The three other
caves were badly damaged and did not contain archaeological remains in context. Cave
1 (L155; Plan 1, Fig. 4) was badly damaged by the construction of Cave 2. Caves 3 and 4
(Figs. 2, 3) were probably damaged in modern times, perhaps during the laying down of the
dirt road that crosses the area. The openings of several other caves were observed farther
west, beyond the limits of the excavation.

Large, rock-cut Cave 2 (Plan 1; Figs. 4, 5) was badly damaged in antiquity, and the finds
within it were found scattered. Three strata were identified in the cave: Stratum III, dated
by pottery to Early Bronze Age I and II; Stratum II, a thin layer of accumulation, with finds
dating from the Late Roman and Byzantine periods; and Stratum I, dated to the Ottoman or
the British Mandate period.

Stratum I1I. The cave comprised one large, rock-cut round room (diam. c. 4.5 m; Plan 1),
accessed via a rectangular rock-cut corridor from the southeast (L152; 1.5 x 5.0 m). The
entrance leading from the corridor into the cave was blocked by fieldstone W144. A partly
damaged stone-built tomb (L151) was found on the floor in the center of the cave (Figs.
6, 7). Between the tomb’s stones and around it were pottery vessels—most of them open
forms, such as red-slipped and gray-burnished ware bowls and chalices, or small closed
forms, such as amphoriskoi or juglets (Figs. 10-12). Beads (Fig. 14:1-6) and a figurine
(Fig. 14:7; see Knudsen, this volume), as well as a few flint items (Fig. 15; studied by
Paulina Spivak), were also found. Most of the finds date to EB IB, save for two carinated
gray-burnished ware bowls, which date to EB IA, and four vessels, including a goblet and
three juglets, which are dated to EB II (Fig. 13). Skeletal remains included fragments of
cranial and postcranial bones belonging to at least 19 individuals, children and adults (see
Nagar, this volume). The bones were found broken and in a poor state of preservation. Age
identification was possible only based on the large sample of teeth, which were retrieved
during careful sieving of the stratified accumulations in the cave.
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Stratum II. This thin layer of accumulation covered the Early Bronze age layers. It contained
few Late Roman and Byzantine potsherds, all small and worn. As none of these sherds was
found in Stratum III loci, it seems that the cave was disturbed in antiquity, prior to the
Byzantine period.

Stratum I. During this stage, a small hearth was dug in the center of the cave, within the
Stratum II accumulation, and a short fieldstone wall was built against the cave’s northern
wall.

The burial cave was in use for a long period, from EB IB to EB II; the two EB IA bowl
fragments that were found in the cave are not sufficient to determine an earlier burial.
The pottery types, including a goblet and chalices, are similar to those found in other
contemporary burial caves, for example at ‘En Esur, Qiryat Haroshet and Midrakh ‘Oz.
Early Bronze Age Il burial caves are, however, relatively rare, as only few were heretofore
identified in the north of the country, e.g., at Kinnert, Gadot, Asheret, Nahal Tavor and ‘En
Esur. Burial Cave 2 at Migdal Ha-‘Emeq was probably part of a much larger cemetery. The
closest Early Bronze Age site in the area is Tel Shadud, located circa one kilometer to the
south; it is therefore most likely that the cemetery served the inhabitants of this site.

CAPTIONS TO ILLUSTRATIONS

Fig. 1. Location map (© all rights reserved by the Survey of Israel, printed with Survey of
Israel permission).

Fig. 2. Cave 3, looking west.

Fig. 3. Cave 4, looking west.

Plan 1. Cave 2, plan and sections.

Fig. 4. Caves 1 and 2, looking northeast.

Fig. 5. Cave 2, looking southeast.

Fig. 6. Tomb 151 on the floor of the cave, looking north.

Fig. 7. Tomb 151 and the soil accumulations above it, looking northwest.
Fig. 8. Wall 120 and accumulations from the Ottoman period, looking north.
Fig. 9. Distribution map of the sites mentioned in the article.

Fig. 10. A red-slipped juglet on the floor of the cave.

Fig. 11. Pottery from Early Bronze Age 1.

Fig. 12. Pottery from Early Bronze Age 1.

Fig. 13. Pottery from Early Bronze Age II.

Fig. 14. Beads (1-6) and figurine (7).

Fig. 15. Flint tools.
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