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Coins from Bishop Gobat School, Mount Zion, 
Jerusalem

Donald T. Ariel

Fifty-five coins were found in the excavations in the Bishop Gobat School on Mount Zion, 
Jerusalem (see Re’em, this volume). Of these, 49 were identifiable and are presented here 
(Fig. 1; see Catalogue, below). Two of the coins (Nos. 48, 49) were identified by Ariel 
Berman.1  

The overwhelming majority of the coins date to the Second Temple period, in accordance 
with other finds uncovered in the excavation, most of which belonged to the remains of a 
monumental staircase from a late phase in that period (see Re’em, this volume). Sixteen 
coins of the Hellenistic–Second Temple periods that were found in surface accumulations 
are also included in the catalogue. 

Three coins were retrieved from the bedding below the staircase (Stratum IV; Nos. 
1, 15 and 31). The latest of these coins (No. 31) provides a terminus post quem for the 

1	 The coins were cleaned in the laboratories of the IAA, by Lena Kupershmidt and Hila Rosenstein, and were 
photographed by Clara Amit of the IAA photography studio.

Fig. 1. The coins. 
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construction of the staircase, postdating 30/31 CE, i.e., in the last 30 years before the city’s 
destruction in the Great Revolt. Further reinforcing evidence for this date is provided by two 
other coins from the same stratum (Nos. 3 and 34), also of the late Second Temple period, 
the latest of which is a coin of Agrippa I dated to 41/42 CE (No. 34). In addition, 18 coins, 
the latest of which (No. 39) dates to 54 CE, were found in debris accumulations overlying 
the monumental staircase (Stratum IVA; Nos. 6, 7, 12, 17, 19, 22, 24, 26–28, 30, 32, 33, 
35–39; Fig. 1); another coin of this time span was found on the surface (No. 29). 

Disregarding the stratigraphic context of the coins, for the most part they demonstrate 
a numismatic profile consistent with what is typical for a Second Temple-period site in 
Jerusalem. A few noteworthy observations in respect to this assemblage are mentioned 
below.

The number of Herodian coins found in the excavation (Nos. 17–21 and 23) is relatively 
high, and includes this king’s largest and rarely uncovered denomination (No. 17), probably 
equivalent in value to all of the other Herodian coins from this excavation combined. The 
present specimen is only the seventh such coin found in Jerusalem (for a description of the 
other such coins, see Ariel and Fontanille 2012:139. n. 1; The Coins of Herod: Jerusalem). 
No explanation can be offered at this time for the disproportionate representation of Herod’s 
currency in the present assemblage. 

The absence of Second Temple period coins postdating the year 54 CE could be taken as 
an indication that the site was abandoned before the city’s destruction in 70 CE. However, 
such a conclusion is precluded by the overall small quantity of coins from the excavation.

Ten coins, mostly specimens from surface accumulations, belong to later periods, 
between the fourth century CE and the Mamluk period. Five coins of the fourth century CE 
(Nos. 40–44) were found in the excavation, but are not related to any other archaeological 
material at the site noted by the excavator (see Re’em, this volume). Many coins of this 
period were, nonetheless, found in excavations nearby, in the Armenian Quarter (Fagerlie 
1985:168–169, Nos. 257–275) to the north of the present excavation site, and in a number 
of sites located along the Byzantine-period city wall of Jerusalem to its south (e.g., Zelinger 
2010). 

A coin of Emperor Leo I (Stratum IVA; No. 45; Fig. 1) from the second half of the fifth 
century CE represents a common find of this period, encountered more frequently than coins 
of any other emperor of that time span (Bijovsky 2012:73). An unclear object is depicted to 
the right of the monogram on the reverse side of this coin; no other coins depiciting such an 
object are known to the author. 

The latest three coins from the excavation, an Arab-Byzantine-period follis, an Umayyad-
period fals and a Mamluk-period fals (Nos. 47–49), are all apparently incidental losses. 
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