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GLASS VESSELS FROM THE EARLY ROMAN-PERIOD RESIDENCE
AT NEIN

YAEL GORIN-ROSEN
(Pp. 27*-35%)

The glass assemblage was retrieved from the destruction layer of an Early Roman-period
residence uncovered at Nein (Stratum I1I; see Abu Zidan, Alexandre and Syon, this volume)
and hence its importance, as most contemporary glass vessels were discovered in burial
contexts. To date, only few glass assemblages originating from Early Roman period
settlement strata in the north of the country have been published, such as Gamla, Magdala
and Khirbat Wadi Hamam. The vessels from Nein were found in a relatively good state of
preservation considering its origin in a burned layer in a dwelling area. The assemblage is
small, but diverse, and can be dated to the first or the beginning of the second century CE.

Eight vessels were found, four of them—an aryballos, a handled bottle, a juglet and a
jug (Fig. 1:4—7)—were discovered together in the destruction layer, in the courtyard of the
Stratum III building (L129, L130; see Abu Zidan, Alexandre and Syon, this volume: Plan
1). A beaker (Fig. 1:2) was found beneath the destruction layer, one bottle (Fig. 1:3) was
discovered in the narrow space east of Room C (L109), and a bowl (Fig. 1:1) and another
bottle (not illustrated) were found in L100.

One of the noticeable features of the group discovered in the building is the quality
of the glass and its cleanliness, as well as its workmanship. Some of the vessels share
characteristic features such as the rim’s shape, proportions and style. Therefore, we may
suggest that they originated in the same workshop.

The vessels share general affinities with other Roman-period vessels discovered
elsewhere; however, there are subtle differences that may have a chronological significance,
attesting that the group from Nein is of an earlier date, i.e., the first century CE only. Another
possibility is that the differences are geographical, pointing to a different production center,
either local or distant. Alternatively, the owners of the dwelling may have come from a
remote area and brought the vessels with them; they may have purchased them in a remote
market; or, they may have purchased expensive goods imported to local markets in Galilee.

CAPTION TO ILLUSTRATION

Fig. 1. The glass vessels.
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