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Coins from the Pools of ‘Ein el-Jarab, Ḥammat Gader 

Ariel Berman and Gabriela Bijovsky

A total of 189 bronze coins, of which only 52 were identifiable, were retrieved from the 
Ḥammat Gader salvage excavations (see Catalogue, below; Fig. 1; see Hartal, this volume). 
The coins were difficult to distinguish as most of them (n = 75) were tiny illegible minimi, 
deposited together within a layer of earth mixed with large quantities of potsherds and glass 
dated to the Byzantine period (L306). Most of the identifiable coins were poorly preserved.1 

The earliest coins are a serrated coin (Seleucid; No. 1) and a coin of Festus, the Roman 
governor under Nero (59 CE; No. 2). However, these were recovered in later archaeological 
contexts and thus have no significance regarding the beginning of occupation at the site. 
According to the numismatic evidence, the slope east of ‘Ein el-Jarab was first settled during 
the second half of the fourth century CE (Stratum 4). Only a few of the specimens dated to 
the fourth–fifth centuries CE are legible; they are of standard types. 

The structure attributed to Stratum 4 continued in use during the Byzantine period 
(Stratum 3). The bulk of the coins assigned to this phase date to the fourth–sixth centuries 
CE, most of them deposited in the layer of mixed earth noted above (L306). The latest 
issues from this group are two nummia of Justinian I, minted in Carthage (Nos. 17, 18). The 
presence of fourth-century CE minimi within numismatic contexts of the first half of the 
sixth century is well-known (Bijovsky 2000–2002:205–207). The latest coins attributed to 
this phase are those of the Umayyad caliph Al-Walid I, dated to the beginning of the eighth 
century CE (Nos. 26, 27) and an Umayyad post-Reform fals (No. 39). The latest coins found 
within the fill of the well adjacent to the structure (L330) date to the Umayyad (Nos. 29, 42) 
and Abbasid (No. 49) periods. 

According to Hartal (this volume), Building A, built on the highest part of the slope at 
the end of the Byzantine period, was also destroyed by the earthquake of 749 CE (Stratum 
2). Except for a serrated Seleucid coin, which is stratigraphically insignificant (No. 1), 
all the coins related to this building are Umayyad post-Reform issues dating to the eighth 
century CE (Nos. 24, 32, 34, 37, 38, 41 and 43). Stratum 1 Building B was erected on the 
remains of its Stratum 2 predecessor. No coins could be related to this last stratum. 

1	 The coins were cleaned at the IAA laboratories, under the direction of Lena Kupershmidt, and were 
photographed by Clara Amit.
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The Islamic coins are standard types. Worthy of mention is an Umayyad pre-Reform 
coin minted in Scythopolis (No. 21); it imitates the Byzantine prototype of Justin II.2 The 
regional mints are represented most frequently: Tabariya (Nos. 22, 24–27) and Dimashq 
(Nos. 28–32). 

2	 The term Umayyad pre-Reform is equivalent to the more accepted name Arab-Byzantine phase 2, dated to 
c. 670–690 CE (Schulze and Oddy 2012:194).

Fig. 1. The coins.
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