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AN EARLY IRON AGE CIST GRAVE AT KIBBUTZ HA-ZORE‘A

ELI YANNAI
(Pp. 47-51)

A cist grave, containing several pottery
vessels, was exposed in the wake of
development work at Kibbutz Ha-Zore‘a
(map ref. NIG 2108/7271, OIG 1608/2271;
Fig. 1). The grave is located on the southern
side of Nahal Ha-Shofet, within the built-up
precincts of the kibbutz, ¢. 300 m west of
the Megiddo-Yogne‘am road. This location,
along a gentle slope running from west to
east on the southeastern fringes of Tel Qiri, is
covered with alluvial soil and pebble surfaces
of the Nahal Ha-Shofet streambed.

The southern side of the grave was lined with
stone slabs; the stones of the northern side had
been plundered (Plan 1). Two large stone slabs
covered the grave; its bottom was lined with a
layer of pebbles. Stone-lined cist graves, such
as this grave, have been exposed throughout
the country, and are characteristic of alluvium-
covered regions, where it was impossible to
hew caves.

The finds within the grave included a few
dental remains in its eastern side and an in
situ thigh bone in its center, indicating that the
deceased was most likely interred with his head
in the east. Six pottery vessels were found in

and around the grave (Fig. 2): a bowl, a krater,
two jars, a dipper juglet and a lamp. One of the
jars, with a dipper juglet inside it, and the lamp,
were discovered above the covering stone. The
rest of the artifacts were found inside the grave.
Parallels for the pottery vessels were found in
Stratum 5 of Area F at Megiddo. Other parallels
were found in Stratum VIA at Megiddo. The
exact date of those strata is under dispute: while
some scholars ascribe them to the tenth century
BCE, others date them to the eleventh century
BCE. As these types were produced over the
course of many years, it is difficult to date them
with precision. Based on the parallels, the grave
could date anywhere between the end of the
Late Bronze Age (the thirteenth century BCE)
and the end of the Early Iron Age (the eleventh
century BCE).

CAPTIONS TO ILLUSTRATIONS

Fig. 1. Location of the grave in relation to
nearby Tell Qiri.

Plan 1. The grave, plan and section.

Fig. 2. Pottery.
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