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A FARMSTEAD FROM THE END OF THE IRON AGE AND INSTALLATIONS
AT THE FOOT OF KHIRBAT ABU SHAWAN

YUVAL BARUCH
(Pp. 25-44)

During the course of paving the road that by-
passesthe Arabvillage El-Walaja, in September—
November 1995, a salvage excavation was
conducted on behalf of the Archaeological
Staff Officer of Judea and Samaria. The site is
located on a slope c. 100 m southwest of the
foot of Khirbat Abt Shawan (map ref. NIG
21435/62625, O1G 16435/12625; Fig. 1). At the
same time an archaeological survey was carried
out in the area around Khirbat Abii Shawan and
along the outskirts of El-Walaja. The findings
from both the excavation and the survey are
presented in this report.

Under Jordanian rule, a residential building
was constructed on the site, and terraces were
prepared and fruit trees planted. Some of the
terraces were built atop the ancient remains.
A water cistern, probably ancient, and two
limekilns of uncertain date were found next
to the residential building. One of the kilns
was revealed in the open area, outside the
ancient farm. The other kiln, built atop an
ancient farmhouse (Building 300, see below),
caused extensive damage to it. At the top of
the tell, c. 20 m northeast of the farm, is a cave
with a collapsed opening; inside it are rock-
hewn columbarium niches (the cave was not
examined).

THE FARMSTEAD

The excavation exposed the remains of a
farmstead, extending across an area of two to
three dunams. Two buildings (200 and 300)
located c. 40 m apart were excavated; both lean
against an enclosure wall (W26) that delimits
the farmstead. In addition, installations and a
partially hewn cave were found.

Building 200 (Plan 1; Figs. 2, 3)

This is a square building (8.8 x 9.5 m) that
is partitioned into rooms and whose opening
is located in the northeast (L203). One
construction phase was discerned in the
building, including slight modifications to the
original plan. In the floor of Room 214 is a
hewn installation consisting of two elements
(Fig. 4): a round pit (0.4 m deep) sealed with
a round stone slab in the center of which is a
hole, and an oval pit (0.3 m deep). Both pits,
treated with gray plaster, were probably used
to produce olive oil. Holemouth jars (Fig. 6)
were found in situ on the floor in Room 201,
suggesting the room was used to store crops.
In the eastern corner of the building W26
(25 m long; Fig. 5) was exposed, probably
delimiting the area of the farmstead.
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Building 300 (Plan 1; Fig. 7)

The building is situated in the northwestern
corner of the farm. Its western half, which was
excavated, was damaged by the construction
of a later limekiln (Fig. 8) and the dismantling
of ancient stones in order to build the farming
terraces that surround the site. The building
comprises a number of units, of which two were
exposed: a square room (L353), inside of which
the later limekiln was built, and another room
to its north (L352). The corners of the structure
were built of large meticulously dressed stones
that were bonded in pilasters, one of which was
discovered in situ (Fig. 9).

The Cave

The opening of a rock-hewn cave, whose
quarrying was not completed, was discovered
c. 60 m southwest of Building 200. It seems
the cave served as a storeroom for the farm and
was no longer used as such when its ceiling
collapsed. Complete pottery vessels (Fig.
13) that date to the end of the Iron Age were
discovered in the cave.

The Winepress (Plan 2; Figs. 14, 15)

A complex winepress (map ref. NIG
21415/62630, OIG 16415/12630) was dis-
covered c. 150 m northwest of Building 300.
The winepress has a long narrow treading
floor on which there are the remains of tamped
grayish-white plaster and white gravel. The
floor is linked to a large plastered collecting
vat by way of a hewn channel. In the eastern
wall of the treading floor are two irregularly
shaped hewn niches that were used to secure
beams in a press installation. Pottery sherds
(Fig. 16) collected from the fill that covered the
winepress and its vats indicate that it was used
by the occupants of the farm.

A Burial Cave (Plan 3; Fig. 17)

A small plundered tomb was excavated c. 100 m
southwest of Khirbat Abii Shawan (map ref.
NIG 21560/62605, OIG 16560/12605). The
tomb was hewn on the edge of an agricultural
plot (1.5 dunams) delimited by a stone wall. The

tops of ancient walls and fragments of pottery
vessels that date to the time of the Second
Temple and the Roman period were discovered
in the plot.

The cave was approached through a small
courtyard that is open to the west. The entrance
to the cave (0.6 m high, 0.7 m wide, 0.4 m deep)
is diagonally hewn and one descends from it
to a small round burial chamber (c. 3.5 m in
diameter). The cave was filled with alluvium
and earth including a few body fragments of
vessels characteristic of the end of the Second
Temple period (not drawn).

THE POTTERY

The pottery discovered in the two buildings
(Figs. 6, 12), the cave (Fig. 13) and the winepress
(Fig. 16) is indicative of a homogenous
assemblage dating to the end of the Iron Age.
The holemouth jars, which constitute most of
the artifacts from Building 200, show that the
structure was used as a workshop and storeroom
for agricultural produce. In Building 300 the
tableware was prominent alongside typical
storage vessels, indicating the building was
used as a dwelling. A pithos and dipper juglets
that were found in the winepress were probably
used to fill jars with must.

THE SURVEY SITES

Concurrent with the excavations described
above an archaeological survey was conducted
along the Mount Gillo ridge as far as the
Jerusalem municipal boundary. The remains
that were discovered in the survey date from
the Early Bronze Age to the Byzantine period.

Khirbat Abii Shawan (Fig. 18)

A site, shaped like an elliptical tell, was
surveyed at the end of the Mount Gillo ridge
(map ref. NIG 1245/6265, OIG 1645/1265;
797 m above sea level). Numerous remains
were documented at the site, including caves
and structural remains. Some caves are tombs
with a hewn dromos. A cave with two hewn
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burial kokhs, its ceiling collapsed, was found in
the center of the site. On the east of the site are
tombs with arcosolia hewn in their walls. On
the southwest of the site is a building, in which
three large stone cylinders were found that were
identified as winepress rollers. On the western
side of the site, below a farming terrace (42 m
long), a wall was discovered that is built of large
fieldstones (max. length 0.9 m). Some sections
of the wall have survived to a height of 1.5 m.
Fragments of pottery vessels that date to EB III,
Iron II, as well as to the Persian, Hellenistic,
Early and Late Roman periods were gathered
at the site (Fig. 19). In addition, fragments of a
decorated ossuary, flint implements and stone
vessels were discovered.

El-Walaja

A small village situated at the foot of Khirbat
Abii Shawan, on the northeastern slope of the
Mount Gillo ridge (map ref. NIG 21485/62680,
OIG 16485/12680). Nine ancient rock-hewn
burial caves were documented inside the
village. A ruin that extends across c. 8 dunams
was discovered along the northern fringes of
the village; in it are the remains of ashlar-built
structures and the tops of walls, two of which
stand out prominently (Figs. 21, 22).

Quarry.— A quarry with ancient masonry
stones was discovered c. 70 m north of the ruin
(Fig. 23). The stones (up to 1.2 m long), which
included doorjambs and a lintel, were found
arranged in rows. The quarry was probably
operated for the construction of the nearby
buildings.

Farmstead(?).— Approximately 30 m north of
the quarry the remains of a small farmhouse
covered with a heap of stones were discerned
in which there are pottery sherds that date to the
end of the Iron Age.

A Cluster of Tombs and Winepresses

A group of tombs and winepresses was exposed
north of Khirbat Abii Shawan (map ref. NIG
21435/62660, OIG 16435/12660). Press beams

were used in two of the winepresses. The pottery
sherds that were collected in this area date to
the Iron Age and the Second Temple period.

Shaft Tombs

Three round shafts hewn in soft chalk
were found, filled with soil (map ref. NIG
21415/62655, OIG 16415/12655). These shafts
were probably the entrances to burial caves that
date to the Early and Intermediate Bronze Age.

Winepress

A small rock-hewn winepress was found (map
ref. NIG 21430/62630, OIG 16430/12630) that
consists of a small irregular treading floor (c. 5
sq m) and an elliptical collecting vat.

Conclusion

The farmstead that is described above is part
of a series of farmsteads that operated around
Jerusalem at the end of the Iron Age. Several
of these have been uncovered in recent years.
The farms attest to the intensity of agricultural
activity in the periphery of Jerusalem at the end
of this period.

CAPTIONS TO ILLUSTRATIONS

Fig. 1. Location map.

Plan 1. Farmstead from the Late Iron Age at the
foot of Kh. Abii Shawan (Buildings 200 and
300).

Fig. 2. Building 200, looking north.

Fig. 3. Building 200, L212, looking northeast.
Fig. 4. Building 200, Installation 206.

Fig. 5. Wall 26, looking west.

Fig. 6. Pottery (1-13) and limestone weight
(14) from Building 200.

Fig. 7. Building 300, general view to west.

Fig. 8. Building 300, the limekiln.

Fig. 9. Building 300, looking east.

Fig. 10. Pillar in L352.

Fig. 11. Locus 354.

Fig. 12. Pottery from Building 300.

Fig. 13. Pottery from the cave.

Plan 2. The winepress, plan and section.

Fig. 14. The winepress, looking southeast.
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Fig. 15. The winepress vats. Fig. 20. Pottery from Kh. AbQi Shawan.

Fig. 16. Pottery from the winepress. Fug. 21. El-Walaja, Structure 1, looking northeast.
Plan 3. The tomb, plan and section. Fig 22. El-Walaja, Structure 2, looking northwest.

Fig. 17. The tomb, looking east. Fig. 23. The quarry, looking north.

Fig. 18. Kh. Abii Shawan, general view to Fig. 24. Winepress (map ref. 16430/12630),
north. looking northwest.

Fig. 19. Pottery from Kh. Ab@i Shawan.
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