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GLASS VESSELS FROM TOMB 202 AT KAFR KAMA

YAEL GORIN-ROSEN
(Pp. 113-118)

The glass vessels were found in Cist Tomb 202
in Area C (Ben-Nachum, this volume) together
with two bronze rings, a firepan and human
bones. All the vessels were free blown, mainly
of greenish-blue glass, except for No. 6, which
was made of colorless glass. All the vessels
are weathered with a blackish-silver layer and
partly covered with lime deposits. Some of the
vessels are also severely pitted. The shapes
of the vessels, their fabric and weathering are
very similar and probably point to one origin,
in a local glass workshop. The group included
several types: spouted bottles (Fig. 1:1, 2), a
pear-shaped bottle (Fig. 1:3), jars (Fig. 1:4, 5),
a juglet (Fig. 1:6), a pilgrim flask (Fig. 2:8),
a bottle with indented decoration (Fig. 2:9), a
bottle/flask with an infolded rim (Fig. 2:10) and
a small ring base (Fig. 2:11), as well as glass

jewelry: a cobalt blue bracelet (Fig. 2:12), a
ring (Fig. 2:13) and various beads (Fig. 2:
14-19). This group of glass vessels is dated to
the third century CE.

Most of the vessels have parallels in the region.
Some, such as Nos. 1, 2, 4 and 5, come from
the nearby burials at Iksal, now part of the
Franciscans’collection atNazareth; three vessels
(Nos. 1, 2, and 8) have parallels at Huqoq; two
vessels (Nos. 8, and 9), as well as the jewelry,
have parallels at the burial complex at Jebel
Jofeh, Amman, dated to the third century CE,
with some additional parallels from the Galilee
and from Bet She’an.

Vessels Nos. 1, 2, 4, 5, and 9 have parallels
in the Royal Ontario Museum collection, where
they were attributed by Hayes to the “Later
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Syrian and Palestinian Wares” dated to the end
of the third century and later (1975:80-82, Cat.
Nos. 294-jar, 299-spouted bottle, 321-indented
bottle). This group of vessels found at Kafr
Kama supports Hayes’ suggestion, and therefore
might fill the gap in our knowledge concerning
specific glass workshops in the region.

The importance of this group found together in
the same tomb lies in the similarities between the
vessels, their fabric, and workmanship, pointing
to one local workshop that probably operated in
the region during the third century CE. These
vessels probably belonged to a Galilean lady
who aquired her belongings in the region.
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