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EXCAVATIONS AND SURVEYS AT HORBAT ANUSHA AND
HORBAT LEVED IN THE SAMARIAN SHEPHELAH

OFER SION, Uzl ‘AD, MORDECHAI HAIMAN AND GIORA PARNOS
(Pp. 109-159)

The investigated area is spread across 2.5 sq
km and is located in the Samarian Shephelah,
east of Rantis junction (Fig. 1). These lowlands
(6-10 km wide) extend from the middle of
the Samarian Hills to the coastal plain. The
importance of this study lies in the large number
of excavations carried out in a rather large area.
The excavations were conducted at Horbat
Anusha and Horbat Leved, in farmhouses and
various installations: field towers, fortified
towers, farming terraces, water installations,
quarries, limekilns, stone clearance heaps and
cupmarks (Fig. 2).

Based on previous surveys and the new
excavations at Horbat Anusha it is assumed that
the site was already occupied during Iron Age
II and the Persian period (Fig. 4; Plan 2). The
possible ritual bath located east of the site also
indicates occupation during the Second Temple
period. Most of the construction dates to the
Byzantine period, when a complex farmstead
or a monastery was built. Based on the findings
of the survey it seems that Horbat Anusha
was also populated in the Roman, Byzantine
and Early Islamic periods (Fig. 5). During the
Mamluk period an estate was established there
that included a main group of buildings on the
highest part of the site and three secondary units
consisting of rooms and courtyards (Plan 3; Figs
5-8). Surrounding the buildings were broad
farming terraces that were probably used to grow
fruit trees, vegetable patches and gardens.

According to the results of the excavation at
Horbat Leved (Plan 4-7; Figs. 9-12) and the
data retrieved from other surveys, it seems the
site was occupied from the Byzantine period
until the beginning of the Early Islamic period,
as well as in Ottoman times. In the Byzantine
period the site was part of a new array of
settlements that was established in the region.

Agriculture was the principal means of
subsistence practiced by the inhabitants of these
sites (Plans 8, 9; Figs 13—15). The hundreds of
stone clearance heaps (Plans 47-50; Figs. 52,
53) surveyed and excavated bear witness to the
fact that every parcel of available ground was
utilized. Farming terraces (Plans 20-30; Figs
29-32) were constructed on all of the slopes,
with the exception of the rocky areas. The
cultivation of olives and the production of olive
oil became the principal branch of the economy.
This is attested to by the oil press fragments
located at Horbat Leved and Horbat Anusha.
The fact that no winepresses were found in
the region shows that cultivating olives was
indeed the principal agriculture enterprise. The
suitability of the region for growing olives is
also indicated by the extensive olive orchards
found there today (Fig. 54). Concommitantly
the inhabitants of the settlement at Horbat
Leved raised grain, as attested by the threshing
floor found at the site.

The concentration of pools (Plans 31-36;
Figs. 34-45) used for storing water and the
underground reservoir located south of Horbat
Anusha and Nahal Mazor suggest that irrigated
crops were grown on the farming terraces that
were built alongside these installations. The
pools were probably a by-product of the quarries
and they may also have been used for bathing.
Another essential aspect in the inhabitants’
economy was the quarrying of stone and its
transportation as indicated by the presence of
numerous quarries (Plan 37; Figs. 46—49). The
lime industry and the multitude of limekilns
(Plans 38-44; Figs. 50, 51) documented in
the Samarian Shephelah are dated to the end
of the Ottoman period, these did not play any
role during the local subsistence in previous
periods.
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CAPTIONS TO ILLUSTRATIONS

Fig. 1. Location map.

Fig. 2. Distribution of sites in the survey area.
Fig. 3. The Gofna—Antipatris road, looking
east.

Plan 1. The Gofna—Antipatris road (Section
66).

Fig. 4. H. Anusha, general view, looking
southwest.

Plan 2. H. Anusha, plan of surveyed remains.
Fig. 5. H. Anusha. Finds gathered during the
survey.

Plan 3. H. Anusha, Strata II-I, plan and
section.

Fig. 6. H. Anusha. Stratum II, looking east.
Fig. 7. H. Anusha. Finds from the excavation:
Strata IT (1-12) and I (13—15).

Fig. 8. H. Anusha. Stratum I, looking east.
Plan 4. H. Leved, plan based upon the survey
and excavations.

Fig. 9. H. Leved. The two western rooms,
looking south.

Plan 5. H. Leved, the western wing in the
southern excavation area.

Plan 6. H. Leved, the western wing in the
northern excavation area, plan and section.

Fig. 10. H. Leved. Finds from the excavation.
Plan 7. H. Leved. Migwe(?), plan and section.
Fig. 11. H. Leved. Migwe(?), looking south.
Fig. 12. H. Leved. Lintel adorned with a cross.
Fig. 13. Farmhouse 265, looking west.

Plan 8. Farmhouse 265, plan and section.

Fig. 14. Farmhouse 265. The finds.

Plan 9. Farmhouse 179, plan and section.

Fig. 15. Farmhouse 179, looking southwest.
Fig. 16. Farmhouse 179. The finds.

Plan 10. Watchtower 11, plan and sections.
Fig. 17. Watchtower 11, looking north.

Fig. 18. Finds from Watchtowers 11(1-3), 11a
(4-6) and 11b (7-9).

Plan 11. Watchtower 11a, plan and section.
Fig. 19. Watchtower 11a, looking west.

Plan 12. Watchtower 11b, plan and section.
Fig. 20. Watchtower 11b, looking east.

Plan 13. Watchtower 62, plan and section.

Fig. 21. Watchtower 62, looking east.

Plan 14. Watchtower 66, plan and section.
Fig. 22. Watchtower 66, looking east.

Plan 15. Watchtower 142, plan and section.
Fig. 23. Watchtower 142, looking northwest.
Plan 16. Watchtower 49, plan and section.
Fig. 24. Watchtower 142. The finds.

Fig. 25. Watchtower 49, looking south.

Fig. 26. Cupmark near Watchtower 49, looking
north.

Fig. 27. Watchtower 49. The finds.

Plan 17. Watchtower 77, plan and section.
Fig. 28. Watchtower 77. The finds.

Plan 18. Fortified Tower 7, plan and section.
Plan 19. Fortified Tower 230, plan and section.
Plan 20. Terrace Wall 118, plan and section.
Plan 21. Terrace Wall 118a, plan and sections.
Plan 22. Terrace Wall 334, plan and section.
Fig. 29. Terrace Wall 334, looking east.

Plan 23. Terrace Wall 327a, plan and sections.
Fig. 30. Terrace Wall 327a, looking south.
Plan 24. Terrace Wall 327b, plan and sections.
Plan 25. Dam 58, plan and sections.

Fig. 31. Dam 58, looking east.

Plan 26. Terrace Wall 100, plan and section.
Plan 27. Terrace Wall 101, plan and section.
Plan 28. Terrace Wall 102, plan and section.
Plan 29. Terrace Wall 103, plan and section.
Fig. 32. Terrace Wall 36, looking north.

Plan 30. Terrace Wall 26b, plan and section.
Fig. 33. Distribution of soils in the vicinity of
H. Anusha and H. Leved.

Fig. 34. Cistern 169, looking north.

Fig. 35. Pool 7a, looking southeast.

Plan 31. Pool 7a, plan and section.

Fig. 36. Pool 7a. The finds.

Plan 32. Pool 78.4.

Fig. 37. Pool 78.4, looking south.

Fig. 38. Pool 78.4, looking southwest.

Fig. 39. Pool 78.5, looking east.

Plan 33. Pool 78.5.

Fig. 40. Pool 78.5, looking east.

Fig. 41. Reservoir 78.3, looking east.

Plan 34. Reservoir 78.3.

Fig. 42. Reservoir 78.3. The finds.

Fig. 43. Pool 152.4, looking northwest.

Plan 35. Pool 152.4, plan and section.

Fig. 44. Pool 152.4. The finds.
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Plan 36. Cistern 172, plan and section.
Fig. 45. Cistern 172, looking west.

Fig. 46. Distribution of quarries in surveyed
area.

Fig. 47. Quarry 5, looking south.

Plan 37. Quarry 5, plan and sections.
Fig. 48. Quarry 6. The finds.

Fig. 49. Quarry 11, looking south.

Plan 38. Limekiln 5, plan and section.
Plan 39. Limekiln 104, plan and section.
Plan 40. Limekiln 20, plan and section.
Plan 41. Limekiln 24, plan and section.
Plan 42. Limekiln 50, plan and section.

Plan 43. Limekiln 189, plan and section.
Plan 44. Limekiln 137, plan and section.
Fig. 50. Limekiln 5, looking southwest.

Fig. 51. Limekiln 24, looking east.

Fig. 52. Stone heap 263, looking east.

Plan 46. Pen 29, plan and section.

Plan 47. Stone heap 52, plan and section.
Plan 48. Stone heap 64, plan and section.
Plan 49. Stone heap 105, plan and section.
Plan 50. Stone heap 263, plan and section.
Fig. 53. Stone heaps 64, 105, 263. The finds.
Fig. 54. Contemporary olive trees on the slopes
of the Samarian Shephelah.
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