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SUMMARIES OF THE HEBREW SECTION

SETTLEMENT REMAINS FROM THE LATE HELLENISTIC AND EARLY ROMAN
PERIODS AT KHIRBAT BURNAT (SOUTHWEST)

HAGIT TORGE
(Pp. 1*—68%)

Rescue excavations were carried out from July
to November 1998 and in June 2001 at Khirbat
Burnat (southwest), prior to the construction
of the Modi‘in Region Industrial Zone. The
site (map ref. NIG 196174-307/657066—122,
OIG 146174-307/157066—122; Fig. 1) lies on
a spur on the western slopes of the Efrayim
Hills, about 0.5 km northeast of Shoham. It is
located beside the ancient Lod—Afeq highway,
whose course is followed by today’s Road 444.
Following a preliminary survey of Khirbat
Burnat and its surroundings, the area was
divided into eight sites (1-8; Fig. 2), most of
which were subsequently excavated (Table 1).
This article discusses excavations in the
southern part of Site 8 (8A, south), as well
as installations scattered around Site 8 and
farming terraces and installations in Sites |
(Plan 16) and 2 (Plans 17, 18; Figs. 47-49).

Excavations in Site 8A, south (c. 6 dunam)
unearthed remains from the Iron Age II to the
Byzantine period. A simple rock-hewn oil press
(bodeda; 1.925; Plan 2; Fig. 5) and an intact
cooking pot (Fig. 23) from the Iron Age were
exposed. The Persian-period finds comprised
fragmentary walls (Stratum II; W32, W34,
W45; Plan 6), as well as potsherds (Figs. 29:
1-3,8,9;34:1-3, 7, 8), part of a miniature stone
altar (Fig. 41:1) and metal objects (Fig. 42:14,
15), all from mixed loci. These finds may have
derived from a fortress excavated in 2000 to the
northwest of Building C (see below).

Most of the remains belong to the southern
part of a large rural dwelling complex
(Stratum I; Plans 1-7; Fig. 3) occupied in the

Late Hellenistic and Early Roman periods, from
the second century BCE to the second century
CE. Nine buildings (A-E, G, H, A2, B2; Figs.
4, 7-15, 19-21) and three courtyards (AA, BB,
CC; Figs. 7, 16), all founded on bedrock, were
identified. Passageways connected the buildings
and courtyards, and several installations were
hewn in and around the buildings: two cisterns
(L950: Plan 2, Fig. 5; L1041: Plan 7), five sitting
baths (L902 and L912: Plan 3, Fig. 12; L915:
Plan 3; L1043: Plan 6, Figs. 19, 22; 1.962: Plan
6, Figs. 17, 18) and a migveh (L923: Plan 2,
Figs. 5, 6). Several installations were cleared in
the vicinity of the dwelling complex, including
quarries, cupmarks, winepresses, cisterns,
burial caves and a bodeda (Plans 8-15; Figs.
43-46), some of which were probably in use
when the settlement was occupied.

The buildings were constructed of local stone,
exhibiting medium-quality workmanship. The
walls (0.50-0.85 m wide), preserved to the
height of one or two courses, were built of
either a single or double row of stones. Each
building comprised several rooms with tamped
limestone floors (up to 15 cm thick), overlying,
in most places, a soil fill (0.1-0.5 cm thick)
that covered the bedrock; rock surfaces were
incorporated as floors in some rooms.

A gradual development within the dwelling
complex could be discerned, including the
addition of buildings and alterations within
others, although no clear construction phases
could be identified. This part of the settlement
seems to have developed in a general west—east
direction, as indicated by two findings: (a) all the
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ceramic finds from the most westerly building
(Building A; Figs. 24, 25) date to the end of
the first century BCE at the latest, indicating
that this building fell into disuse earlier than
the rest; (b) a limekiln, at the entrance to
Building E (L997; Plan 6), was probably in
use while the building was under construction,
and clearly put out of use when the building
was first occupied. In view of the prevailing
westerly winds in the area, it would seem that
Building E predated Buildings G and H to
its east. It may therefore be concluded that
Buildings A—C and E, oriented in a general
north—south direction, were constructed first,
possibly with Building D, whereas Buildings G
and H were probably constructed at a later
stage.

Alterations inside buildings are evident in
the inner courtyard of Building E (Plan 6),
in Building G, and possibly in Building C
(Plan 3). Structural changes took place
along the southern perimeter of the dwelling
complex: Buildings A and B were enlarged
(Buildings A2, B2; Plan 4), enclosing Court-
yard BB; alterations in Building D (Plan 5)
and in the southern part of Building E
(Plan 6); and buttressing of the wall that
enclosed the southern alley in the eastern part
of the complex (W19, W120; Plan 7). It appears
that at least some of these alterations were
made to protect the buildings from earth slides
and the collapsing of walls down the slope.

Although floors were only partially preserved,
the ceramic and numismatic finds indicate that
the rural dwelling complex was established
during the second half of the second century
BCE (Figs. 24, 27, 33, 37; see Bijovsky, this
volume). The migveh, dated to the second
century BCE as well (Fig. 26), suggests that
Jews inhabited the site from the time it was
first settled. This Jewish village was probably
part of the Jewish settlement in the Lod plain,
established after the region was handed over to
Jonathan the Hasmonean by Alexander Balas in
147 BCE. Stone vessels (Figs. 40, 44) and two
burial caves with kokhim (Tombs 113, 123; Plan
14; Fig. 43) indicate that a Jewish population

continued to live in the village during the Early
Roman period.

Dating this Jewish village to the second
half of the second century BCE requires
reconsideration of the here-to-far accepted date
of sitting baths, as well as the ethnic identity of
their users. Sitting baths uncovered at Maresha
and Mazor were dated from the third century
to the first three decades of the second century
BCE, and sitting baths are generally considered
characteristic of non-Jewish populations. In
view of the settlement gap at the site during the
Early Hellenistic period and the absence of any
parallel sitting baths during the Persian period,
the baths should be attributed to the second
half of the second century BCE at the earliest,
and to the settlement’s Jewish population. This
conclusion implies that installations of this
type were probably used throughout the entire
second century BCE, and that they cannot
indicate the ethnic identity of their users.

The ceramic finds from the buildings (Figs.
28-32, 34-36, 38, 39), as well as the glassware
(see Winter, this volume) and numismatic
finds (see Bijovsky, this volume), indicate
that the settlement was occupied in the early
part of the second century CE and abandoned
during the Bar Kokhba Revolt. However,
there are no signs of deliberate destruction or
conglomeration that could be attributed to the
years between the Great Jewish War and the
Bar Kokhba Revolt. The site was never re-
occupied. During the Byzantine period it was
used for farming, as indicated by agricultural
terraces and heaps of cleared stones, as well as
by potsherds, glassware, and a few coins from
this period found scattered around the site and
in the secondary use of Tomb 123.

CAPTIONS TO ILLUSTRATIONS

Fig. 1. Khirbat Burnat (southwest) and sites
from the Late Hellenistic and Early Roman
periods in the Lod plain.

Fig. 2. Khirbat Burnat (southwest) and the
surrounding area: site-allocation following the
preliminary survey.



SUMMARIES, ‘ATIQOT 69 159

Fig. 3. Dwelling complex in Site 8A, south:
aerial view, looking north.

Plan 1. Site 8A, dwelling complex: general
plan.

Fig. 4. Building A, looking south.

Plan 2. Buildings A and A2 and Courtyards AA
and BB, plan and section.

Fig. 5. Hewn installations in Courtyard BB: oil
press (L925), migveh (L923) and water cistern
(L950), looking northeast.

Fig. 6. Migveh 923: complete cooking pots on
shelf, looking north.

Fig. 7. Central section of the building complex:
aerial view, looking north.

Plan 3. Buildings B, B2 and C.

Fig. 8. Building B: looking south.

Fig. 9. Building B: Room 858, looking west.
Fig. 10. Building B: Room 893, looking south.
Fig. 11. Building B: Installation 951, looking east.
Fig. 12. Building C: Rooms 901 and 903,
looking south.

Plan 4. Buildings A2 and B2.

Fig. 13. Building B2, looking east.

Fig. 14. Building A2, looking northeast.

Plan 5. Building D.

Fig. 15. Building D, looking north.

Plan 6. Building E.

Fig. 16. Entrance to Courtyard CC, looking north.
Fig. 17. Installation 962, looking southwest.
Fig. 18. Installation 962: opening to subter-
ranean room, looking south.

Fig. 19. Sitting Bath 1043 and Building E,
looking south.

Fig. 20. Building E: the eastern wing, looking
south.

Plan 7. Buildings G and H.

Fig. 21. Quarry 1005 and Building H, looking
north.

Fig. 22. Sitting Bath 1043, looking south.

Fig. 23. Complete Iron Age II cooking pot.
Fig. 24. Pottery from fills underneath Building
A floors.

Fig. 25. Pottery from Room 945 in Building A
(1, 3-7) and from Courtyard AA (2).

Fig. 26. Pottery from Migveh 923.

Fig. 27. Building B: pottery from L981 (fill
underneath Floor 859).

Fig. 28. Pottery from Building B.

Fig. 29. Building C: pottery from the Persian
and Early Hellenistic periods.

Fig. 30. Building C: pottery from the Late
Hellenistic and Early Roman periods.

Fig. 31. Building A2: lamp.

Fig. 32. Building D: pottery from Room 960.
Fig. 33. Building E: pottery from L2301 and
2304 (fills underneath Floors 1016 and 1021).
Fig. 34. Building E: pottery from the Persian
and Early Hellenistic periods.

Fig. 35. Building E: pottery from the Late
Hellenistic and Early Roman periods.

Fig. 36. Building E: pottery from the Late
Hellenistic and Early Roman periods.

Fig. 37. Building G: pottery from L2303, 2305
and 2309 (fills underneath Floors 1024, 1025
and 1029).

Fig. 38. Building G: pottery from burnt layer in
Rooms 1024, 1025 and 1029.

Fig. 39. Pottery from alley south of Building H.
Fig. 40. Stone vessels.

Fig. 41. Stone artifacts.

Fig. 42. Metal objects.

Fig. 43. Installations at Khirbat Burnat
(southwest): location map.

Fig. 44. Quarry 135: stone vessels.

Plan 8. Quarries 133 and 135.

Plan 9. Winepress(a) and bodeda(b) 139.

Plan 10. Winepress(a) and cistern(b) 119, plan
and sections.

Plan 11. Winepress 117.

Fig. 45. Winepress 147, looking north.

Plan 12. Winepress 147, plan and section.

Plan 13. Winepress 167, plan and section.

Plan 14. Tomb 123, plan and section.

Fig. 46. Winepress/Silo 145: opening to subter-
ranean room, looking south.

Plan 15. Installation 118.

Plan 16. Site 1: Quarry 301.

Fig. 47. Site 2: stone covering shaft of an
arcosolium tomb underneath a stone clearance
heap, looking southwest.

Fig. 48. Site 2: marble bowl (Basket No. 2003).
Fig. 49. Site 2: rock-hewn installations, looking
northeast.

Plan 17. Site 2: rock-hewn installations, plan
and section.

Plan 18. Site 2: Limekiln 151.
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