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HORBAT BURIN (EAST): REMAINS OF BUILDINGS AND A POTTERY KILN
FROM THE PERSIAN TO THE BEGINNING OF THE EARLY ISLAMIC PERIODS

Uz1 ‘AD
(Pp. 21-31)

Horbat Burin is located in the northern Sharon
plain (map ref. NIG 1987-90/69080-93; OIG
1487-90/19080-93), in the midst of the farm-
lands of the Eastern Trough (Fig. 1). The site
lies near the ancient crossroads between the
ancient Via Maris and the east-west routes
linking Nablus (Neapolis) with the ancient
settlement in the area of present-day Netanya
(Umm Khaled) and Caesarea. The excavations
were carried out on the eastern fringes of the tell
(Fig. 1). Twenty-three squares were opened in
two areas, covering a length of approximately
100 m. In Area A, situated some 20 m south
of Route 57, a round pottery kiln was exposed.
In Area B, to the south of Area A, buildings
from three phases were revealed; they appear
to have been originally part of the outskirts of
the settlement on the tell.

Area A

A round pottery kiln was revealed (outer
dimensions: 4.7 x 6.5 m), preserved almost in
its entirety. The roof of the firing chamber had
collapsed (Plan 1). To the north of the kiln, a
‘service room’ was exposed (L83), which was
used to feed fuel into the combustion chamber
(see below). In the northern wall of Room 38
(W1) was an intact opening surmounted by
a pointed arch (height 1.5 m; Plan 1: Section
1-1); its purpose is not clear, and it may have
accessed an additional kiln to the north. Two
stories of the kiln (Fig. 2) were preserved:
a combustion chamber (L90), preserved in
its entirety, and a firing chamber above it,
with a partially preserved floor. Judging by
the ceramic finds recovered from the floor of
Room 38 and the fill of the kiln (L90; Fig. 4),
the use of the kiln can be dated to the end of
the Byzantine period (sixth—seventh centuries
CE). It can therefore be surmised that the kiln

was contemporary with Phase III or IV of the
building in Area B (see below).

Area B

In this area (length 55 m, width 11-12 m; Fig.
3), buildings from three ancient phases were
discerned (V-III), surmounted by two modern
phases (II-1).

Phase V (Plan 2). The western part of a large
building of unknown dimensions was exposed;
its use was unclear. Unfortunately, the walls
of the Phase V building (W3, W13 and W17)
do not meet—the corners of the building were
destroyed by the Phase III walls—and only the
foundation of one floor abutting them (L57)
survived. The walls were attributed to Phase V
because of their uniform construction and
alignment, and their location beneath Phase I1I
walls. The finds from beneath the floor
foundations (L40, L53 and L65; see Torge,
this volume: Fig. 1) and within the foundations
themselves (L57, L59 and L64; see Torge,
this volume: Fig. 2) indicate that the Phase V
building was built at the beginning of the
Hellenistic period and remained in use until the
end of the late Hellenistic period.

Phase IV. The western part of a bathhouse (Plan
2) was revealed in Phase 1V, consisting of two
hypocaust rooms (L204: 2.6 x 2.6 m; L215:
3.4 m wide) joined to another room to the east
(L206: 6.3 m wide), of which only the western
part was exposed. The walls of the hypocaust
(W19 and W22) were built of fired-clay bricks
with mortar between them. Wall 25, located
south of the southern wall of the hypocaust
and parallel to it, may also have belonged to
the bathhouse complex. The bathhouse finds,
from the fill around the colonnades and above,
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and within the floor foundation (Fig. 6:3-5), are
dated to the Byzantine period.

Phase III. A large building of massive
proportions (Fig. 3; Plan 2) was revealed in
Phase III, measuring 38 m in length. Its total
width is unknown (it was exposed to a width of
10 m) as it extended eastward beyond the limits
of the excavation. The walls of the building
were preserved only to the height of the
foundations. The western wing of the building
was exposed, bounded by a wall on each side:
an external western wall (W2 and W5) and an
internal wall (W15, W15a and W15b). Eight
cross walls abutted these walls, between W26
in the north and W11 in the south, forming a
row of adjacent rooms, with two pairs of rooms
in the south and in the center, and a single
room in the north. Of the building’s flooring,
large parts of a mortar or plaster floor were
preserved (L202), abutting the northern side of
W4, In addition, two fieldstone surfaces (W31
and W32) were exposed, whose purpose was

unclear. Judging by the scarce pottery finds
above the floors identified with this phase (Fig.
5) and the stratigraphy, the Phase III building
was in use between the end of the Byzantine
period and the beginning of the Early Islamic
period.

Phases I and II, dating from the Ottoman
period, the time of the British Mandate and the
present day, had damaged the remains from the
earlier phases (V-III).

CAPTIONS TO ILLUSTRATIONS

Fig. 1. Location map of the excavation area.
Plan 1. The pottery kiln in Area A, plan and
sections.

Fig. 2. The kiln, looking west.

Plan 2. Area B, plan and sections.

Fig. 3. Area B, looking north.

Fig. 4. Pottery from Area A.

Fig. 5. Pottery (1-8) and fragment of marble
column (9) from Area B: Phases IV-II.
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