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The Coins from Khirbat el-Thahiriya

Robert Kool

Twenty-six bronze and copper coins were 
recovered from a large building (a farmhouse 
or monastery) and an adjacent olive press at 
Khirbat el-Thahiriya, dating to the Byzantine 
and Abbasid periods (see Kogan-Zehavi and 
Hadad, this volume). Twenty-two of the coins 
were identified.1 

The earliest datable coin is an isolated stray 
find of a bronze Hasmonean prutah, minted by 
Alexander Jannaeus (104–76 BCE), which was 
found in the floor make-up of a room (L456) 
in the building. The majority of the coins span 

a relatively short period of time, beginning 
in the fifth–sixth centuries CE and ending 
in the mid-eighth century CE. A fals of the 
Abbasid governor in Egypt, ‘Abd al-Malik b. 
Yazid (751–754 CE), is the latest coin in the 
assemblage. No coins date later than this coin, 
except for an isolated copper of the Mamluk 
ruler Al-Zāhir Barqūq Sayf al-Dīn (784–801 
AH/1381–1399 CE), which was found to the 
south of the structure. Most of the coins (Nos. 
5–21) are types that circulated after the Islamic 
conquest of the region in the 630s. 

Fig. 1. The coins.

10

11

15



Robert Kool74*

C
at

. 
N

o.
B

as
ke

t
Lo

cu
s 

W
ei

gh
t 

(g
)

D
ia

m
. 

(m
m

)
A

xi
s

O
bv

er
se

R
ev

er
se

D
at

e 
(C

E)
M

in
t

R
ef

er
en

ce
s

IA
A

 
N

o.
H

as
m

on
ea

n 
A

le
xa

nd
er

 J
an

na
eu

s (
10

4–
76

 B
C

E
)—

Pr
ut

ah
1

47
07

45
6

0.
90

11
[Β

Α
ΣΙ

Λ
Ε

Ω
Σ 

Α
Λ

Ε
ΞΑ

Ν
Δ

Ρ
Ο

Υ
] 

A
nc

ho
r

St
ar

Je
ru

sa
le

m
TJ

C
 2

:2
10

, T
yp

e 
L7

-1
4

79
80

9

Fo
ur

th
–F

ift
h 

C
en

tu
ri

es
 C

E
2

12
27

16
6

0.
90

8
B

us
t r

.
C

ro
ss

79
79

5
52

7–
56

5 
C

E
—

D
od

ec
an

um
m

iu
m

3
32

14
33

8
4.

29
15

6
Ill

eg
ib

le
I+
B

In
 e

x.
: Α

Λ
Ε

Χ
A

le
xa

nd
ria

C
f. 

M
IB

E:
15

2,
 

N
o.

 1
65

79
80

0

M
au

ri
ce

 (5
82

–6
02

 C
E

)—
H

al
f F

ol
lis

4
33

07
36

7
4.

24
19

7
Im

pe
ria

l b
us

t f
ac

in
g,

 h
ol

di
ng

 
cr

os
s i

n 
r. 

ha
nd

K
 to

 l.
: A

/N
/N

/O
A

le
xa

nd
ria

C
f. 

D
O

C
 1

:3
11

–
31

5,
 N

os
. 4

6a
–6

3
79

80
3

C
on

st
an

s I
I (

64
1–

66
8 

C
E

)—
Fo

lli
s

5
35

27
39

4
4.

47
20

6
[Ε

Ν
ΤΥ

ΤΟ
 Ν

Ι]Κ
Α

 Im
pe

ria
l fi

gu
re

 
st

g.
 fa

ci
ng

, h
ol

di
ng

 lo
ng

 c
ro

ss
 in

 
r. 

ha
nd

, g
lo

be
 c

ru
ci

s i
n 

l. 
ha

nd

m
 T

o 
r.:

 [N
/]E

[/O
/ς

]
64

1–
64

8
C

on
st

an
tin

op
le

C
f. 

D
O

C
 2

/2
:4

43
, 

N
o.

 5
9

79
81

5

6
46

25
42

6
4.

47
20

6
Im

pe
ria

l fi
gu

re
 st

g.
 fa

ci
ng

m
 A

bo
ve

, c
ro

ss
Sa

m
e

C
f. 

D
O

C
 2

/2
:4

43
, 

N
o.

 5
9

79
80

8

7
31

19
39

2
3.

37
24

5
Im

pe
ria

l fi
gu

re
 st

g.
 fa

ci
ng

, 
ho

ld
in

g 
lo

ng
 c

ro
ss

 in
 r.

 h
an

d,
 

gl
ob

e 
cr

uc
is

 in
 l.

 h
an

d

m
 T

o 
r.:

 N
/E

[/O
/ς

]
Sa

m
e

C
on

st
an

tin
op

le
C

f. 
D

O
C

 2
/2

:4
48

, 
N

o.
 6

5
79

81
1

8
33

54
38

4
2.

56
20

6
Im

pe
ria

l fi
gu

re
 st

g.
 fa

ci
ng

M
 A

bo
ve

, c
ro

ss
; 

to
 l.

: A
/N

/A
; t

o 
 r.

: 
[N

]/E
/O

/ς
; b

el
ow

: 
I I

 I 
I

64
4–

64
8

C
on

st
an

tin
op

le
C

f. 
D

O
C

 2
/2

:4
48

, 
N

os
. 6

3–
68

79
80

4

9
31

04
31

9
7.

11
17

7
Im

pe
ria

l fi
gu

re
 st

g.
 fa

ci
ng

, 
ho

ld
in

g 
lo

ng
 c

ro
ss

 in
 r.

 h
an

d,
 

gl
ob

e 
cr

uc
is

 in
 l.

 h
an

d

I+
B

In
 e

x.
: Α

Λ
Ε

Χ
64

1/
2;

 
64

5/
6

A
le

xa
nd

ria
C

f. 
D

O
C

 2
/2

:4
67

, 
N

o.
 1

05
.1

79
79

7

B
yz

an
tin

e—
cu

t F
ol

lis
10

31
20

Su
rf

ac
e

2.
01

20
Ill

eg
ib

le
M

79
81

2

C
at

a
lo

g
u

ei

i T
he

 c
oi

ns
 a

re
 a

rr
an

ge
d 

ch
ro

no
lo

gi
ca

lly
, a

cc
or

di
ng

 to
 c

oi
n 

ty
pe

s. 
C

oi
ns

 b
ea

rin
g 

an
 a

st
er

is
k 

ar
e 

ill
us

tra
te

d 
in

 F
ig

. 1
.



The Coins from Khirbat el-Thahiriya 75*

C
at

. 
N

o.
B

as
ke

t
Lo

cu
s 

W
ei

gh
t 

(g
)

D
ia

m
. 

(m
m

)
A

xi
s

O
bv

er
se

R
ev

er
se

D
at

e 
(C

E)
M

in
t

R
ef

er
en

ce
s

IA
A

 
N

o.
B

yz
an

tin
e–

A
ra

b—
Fa

ls
11

*
35

22
39

1
2.

86
18

 ×
 2

0
5

St
an

di
ng

 c
al

ip
h 

fa
ci

ng
, w

ea
rin

g 
a 

lo
ng

 ro
be

 a
nd

 k
afi

yy
a,

 r.
 h

an
d 

pl
ac

ed
 o

n 
sw

or
d.

 O
n 

bo
th

 si
de

s:
 

الله
ل 

سو
 ر

د /
حم

م

m O
n 

bo
th

 si
de

s:
يا 

ايل
 

ين
سط

قل

69
1–

69
7 

Ili
ya

-F
ila

st
in

C
f. 

W
al

ke
r 

19
56

:2
2,

 N
o.

 7
3 

SI
C

A 
1:

 N
os

. 7
30

, 
73

1

79
80

7

U
m

ay
ya

d,
 P

os
t-

R
ef

or
m

 –
 A

no
ny

m
ou

s—
Fa

ls
12

10
21

10
4

1.
78

14
W

ith
in

 c
irc

le
, p

al
m

 b
ra

nc
h 

In
 m

ar
gi

n:
ده 

وح
لله 

لا ا
ه ا

لاال
 

W
ith

in
 c

irc
le

: 
cr

es
ce

nt
 a

nd
 d

ot
 

(s
ta

r?
) 

In
 m

ar
gi

n:
ذا 

 ه
ب

ضر
 

ملة
لر

 قا
س

لقل

c.
 A

H
 1

20
 

= 
73

7 
C

E
R

am
la

h
Ili

sc
h 

19
93

:1
4,

 
N

os
. 6

5–
70

79
79

4

13
47

24
47

2
1.

06
14

W
ith

in
 c

irc
le

, p
al

m
 b

ra
nc

h 
W

ith
in

 c
irc

le
: 

cr
es

ce
nt

 a
nd

 d
ot

 
(s

ta
r?

)

Sa
m

e
R

am
la

h
Sa

m
e

79
81

0

14
34

41
38

4
2.

28
21

 ×
 2

3
W

ith
in

 d
ou

bl
e 

ci
rc

le
 w

ith
 

st
ria

tio
ns

ا :
له 

لا ا
لله /

/ ا
حده

 و
 

W
ith

in
 c

irc
le

: 
الله

ل 
سو

 ر
مد

مح
R

am
la

h(
?)

Sa
m

e
79

80
5

15
*

31
21

33
0

2.
63

22
W

ith
in

 tr
ip

le
 c

irc
le

 o
f d

ot
s:

 
ه ا

 ال
/لا

لله 
/ ا

ده 
وح

C
en

tra
l i

ns
cr

ip
tio

n:
 

الله
ل 

سو
 ر

مد
مح

In
 m

ar
gi

n:
 

س
لقل

ذا 
 ه

ب
ضر

لله 
م ا

بس
 

شق
دم

ى 
ق

D
im

as
hq

C
f. 

W
al

ke
r 

19
56

:2
52

, N
o.

83
6

79
81

3

16
35

21
39

1
2.

34
12

 ×
 1

8
 

اله
[لا

ده 
وح

لله 
لا ا

]ا
اه 

رك
 ش

 لا
الله

 ] 
- -

 - 
[

79
80

6
17

31
98

33
5

1.
87

13
حده

 و
اله

لاا 
ه ا

لاال
لله 

م ا
بس

  
Si

x-
po

in
te

d 
st

ar
 

w
ith

in
 c

irc
le

 
In

 m
ar

gi
n:

 
الله

ل 
سو

 ر
مد

مح

M
ile

s 1
95

8:
45

4,
 

N
o.

 2
79

80
1

18
33

56
36

2
2.

40
17

 ×
 1

8
W

ith
in

 c
irc

le
: c

re
sc

en
t 

In
 m

ar
gi

n:
م[ 

بس
ب ]

ضر
لله 

[ ا
س

لقل
ذا 

 ه
شق

دم
ى 

]ق

Ill
eg

ib
le

79
80

2

19
31

40
32

6
2.

00
16

In
 c

en
te

r: 
عو

 م
Ill

eg
ib

le
79

79
8

C
at

a
lo

g
u

e (c
on

t.)



Robert Kool76*

C
at

. 
N

o.
B

as
ke

t
Lo

cu
s 

W
ei

gh
t 

(g
)

D
ia

m
. 

(m
m

)
A

xi
s

O
bv

er
se

R
ev

er
se

D
at

e 
(C

E)
M

in
t

R
ef

er
en

ce
s

IA
A

 
N

o.
20

30
08

30
0

3.
00

16
×1

9
Ill

eg
ib

le
 

Ill
eg

ib
le

79
79

6
A

bb
as

id
‘A

bd
 a

l-M
al

ik
 b

. Y
az

id
 

(A
H

 1
33

–1
37

 / 
75

1–
75

4 
C

E
)—

Fa
ls

21
31

66
32

6
5.

46
16

×1
8

حده
 و

اله
لاا 

ه ا
لاال

لله 
م ا

بس
  

الله
ل 

سو
 ر

مد
مح

St
ar

 a
bo

ve
75

1 
M

ile
s 1

95
8:

48
1,

 
N

o.
 9

79
79

9

M
am

lu
k

A
l-Z

āh
ir

 B
ar

qū
q 

Sa
yf

 a
l-D

īn
 

(A
H

 7
84

–8
01

 / 
13

81
–1

39
9 

C
E

)—
Fa

ls
22

31
21

33
0

2.
84

22
×2

0
لك

الم
ر 

اه
لظ

ا
Ill

eg
ib

le
79

81
4

C
at

a
lo

g
u

e (c
on

t.)



The Coins from Khirbat el-Thahiriya 77*

Note

1	 The coins were cleaned in the IAA laboratories 
under the direction of Lena Kuperschmidt, and 
photographed by Clara Amit.
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