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THE COINS FROM KHIRBAT EL-THAHIRIYA

ROBERT KOOL

Twenty-six bronze and copper coins were
recovered from a large building (a farmhouse
or monastery) and an adjacent olive press at
Khirbat el-Thahiriya, dating to the Byzantine
and Abbasid periods (see Kogan-Zehavi and
Hadad, this volume). Twenty-two of the coins
were identified.!

The earliest datable coin is an isolated stray
find of a bronze Hasmonean prutah, minted by
Alexander Jannaeus (104-76 BCE), which was
found in the floor make-up of a room (L456)
in the building. The majority of the coins span

a relatively short period of time, beginning
in the fifth-sixth centuries CE and ending
in the mid-eighth century CE. A fals of the
Abbasid governor in Egypt, ‘Abd al-Malik b.
Yazid (751-754 CE), is the latest coin in the
assemblage. No coins date later than this coin,
except for an isolated copper of the Mamluk
ruler Al-Zahir Barqiiq Sayf al-Din (784-801
AH/1381-1399 CE), which was found to the
south of the structure. Most of the coins (Nos.
5-21) are types that circulated after the Islamic
conquest of the region in the 630s.

Fig. 1. The coins.
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NOTE

! The coins were cleaned in the TAA laboratories
under the direction of Lena Kuperschmidt, and
photographed by Clara Amit.
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