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HORBAT HERMAS

OFER SION
(Pp. 19%-31%)

The site is located north of the main road
between Rohovot and Yavne (map ref. NIG
18050/64475, OIG 13050/14475; Permit No.
A-3371), where the historical Via Maris
passed.

In 2001 a salvage excavation was conducted,
where 20 squares were opened. Fragments of
domestic structures and various installations
of the Persian, Roman—Byzantine and Late
Byzantine—Early Islamic periods were found.

Due to the fragmentary and poorly preserved
nature of the remains it is difficult to define
the character of the settlements that existed
in the various strata. The settlement of the

Persian period (Stratum III) comprised beaten
earth floors and mud brick walls. In the Late
Byzantine period (Stratum II) only poorly
preserved remains were exposed. It seems
that the peak of the occupation was in the Late
Byzantine—Early Islamic period (Stratum I), of
which a well built well and a built tomb were
revealed. Following this period the site was
abandoned.

The extent of the settlement at Horbat Hermas
is unknown, but the public buildings excavated in
the past, as well as the built well and tomb, point
to the existence of a large settlement at least in
the Late Byzantine—Early Islamic period.



236 SUMMARIES

CAPTIONS TO ILLUSTRATIONS Fig. 4. Ceramic installation, L112.
Fig. 5. Pottery from Stratum II.
Fig. 1. Horbat Hermas and its vicinity. Fig. 6. Structure in L35, looking southeast.
Fig. 2. General view of the excavation, looking Fig. 7. Well in L107, looking northeast.
west. Fig. 8. Pottery from Stratum .
Plan 1. Plan and section. Fig. 9. Pottery from Stratum I.

Fig. 3. Pottery from Stratum III. Fig. 10. Small finds, not in situ.
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