
‘Atiqot 50, 2005

A slab of limestone (40 × 45 cm; Fig. 1), broken 
on top and slightly damaged on the left and side, 
was discovered in the fill of the Mamluk water 
system. Five lines, in elegant, provincial naskhî 
Mamlûk script, are professionally cut in relief; 
there are points, no vowels. The inscription is 
encompassed by raised borders, narrow on the 
right and left, wide at the bottom (and top?), 
and its lines are divided by narrow bands in 
relief, following a well-established fashion; no 
other decorations.
(One or two lines) ... ...     

1) االله تعالى ..[هذا قبر].
2) عثمان ابن (!) عبد البرّ ابن(!) سَيِّد عثمان 

البَدْليسي الشهير  

3) بالإسِْعِردْي وكان غَرقُْه ووفاتهُ في تاريخ يوم
4) الجمعة خامس عشر ربيع الآخر سنة ثمان

وسبعمئة(!)  

5) والحمد الله رب العالمين وصلَّى االله على سيدنا 
د وآله وصحبه وسلَّم. محمَّ  

...Allah may He be exalted...(This is the tomb of) 
‘Uthmân b. ‘Abd al-Barr b. Sayyid ‘Uthmân al-
Badlîsî famous (also) as al-Is‘irdî. He drowned 
and died on the date of Friday, twenty-five 
of Rabi‘ II the year seven hundred and eight 
(Saturday, 12 October 1308). And praise be to 
Allah the Lord of the worlds, and may Allah 
bless our master Muhammad and his family 
and companions, and give them peace.

It is impossible to read 908 instead of 708 
despite the temptation to do so. The dot under 
the bâ’ of the sab‘umi’ah is clear, and the 
reading of the date is certain. The discrepancy 
regarding the day of the week is very common 
in cases of calculated conversion of Muslim 
dates into common dates.

KHAN GESHER: EPITAPH OF A MUSLIM
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LL.2, 3: The nisbah Badlîsî refers to the city 
of Badlîs (Bitlis) on the southwestern corner 
of Lake Van in eastern Anatolia (Le Strange 
1930:184 and authorities there; Yâqût, s.v. 
“Badlîs.”). It is very possible that this nisbah 
refers to the family’s place of origin. The 
deceased was also known by another nisbah,  
Is‘irdî, referring to a town on a subsidiary of 
the upper Tigris called Is‘ird (Ibn Mâkûlâ, 
1:154, n.3) and also Sâ‘irt, Is‘îrt and Sî‘ird. It 
was a large town renowned for its coppersmiths 
and copper vessels. Particularly famous were 
its widely exported copper drinking cups. 
The town, also in the vicinity of Lake Van, 
was not too far from Badlîs, to the south (Le 
Strange 1930:114, Map III). The two nisbahs 
refer therefore to the same area, and reflect the 
movement of the immediate family of ‘Uthmân 
from one town to another neighboring one. 

The information about the death by drowning 
of the deceased is interesting. It is known 

Fig. 1. An inscribed limestone slab.
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locally that in this area the Jordan claimed 
many lives, even in modern times. In the 
Middle Ages, before the southern outlet of the 
Sea of Galilee into the Jordan was dammed, and 
the Yarmuq’s waters too flowed freely into the 
Jordan, the latter’s water level was much higher 
than it is today. No other information was found 

about ‘Uthman b. ‘Abd al-Barr. The beautiful 
professional inscription points, however, to his 
having been an important person. Whether the 
title sayyid before the name of his grandfather 
(also called ‘Uthmân), means that the family 
was related to the Prophet is hard to know, 
though this cannot be ruled out. 

REFERENCE

Ibn Mâkûlâ, ‘Ali b. Hibatallah. al-Ikmâl. Beirut 
1990.

Le Strange G. 1930. The Land of the Eastern 
Caliphate: Mesopotamia, Persia and Central Asia 

from the Moslem Conquest to the Time of Timur. 
Cambridge.

Yaqût b. ‘Abdallah al-Hamawi. Mu‘jam al-Buldān. 
Beirut 1986.



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for high quality pre-press printing. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later. These settings require font embedding.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>






    /TUR <>
    /HEB <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


