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INSCRIPTIONS AND INCISED POTSHERDS FROM THE WESTERN WALL PLAZA
EXCAVATIONS, JERUSALEM

DANIEL VAINSTUB
(Pp. 1-12)

Excavations conducted approximately 100 m
west of the Western Wall in 2005-2009 by
Shlomit Weksler-Bdolah and Alexander Onn
revealed an impressive building, probably a
four-room house, that was constructed in the
seventh century BCE (Plan 1; see Keel, this
volume; Ornan, this volume; Ornan et al., this
volume). The article first discusses inscriptions
incised on three pottery fragments (Items 1-3;
Table 1:1-3; Figs. 1-3) that were found in the
fills beneath the floors of the building. It then
singles out incised marks on 23 additional
potsherds (Items 4-26; Table 1: 4-26; Figs.
4-8) from among many that were found in
the fills beneath the floors and in the debris
that was deposited in and around the building
after its destruction in the first quarter of the
sixth century BCE (586 BCE?). The debris,
originating higher up on the western slope,
yielded an assemblage containing only late
Iron Age finds (eighth—sixth centuries BCE).
The inscriptions and the markings were incised
with a stylus.

Inscriptions

1. ngm « d[ (Fig. 1)

17+0m

The form of the letters is generally consistent
with the style common in Judah during the
seventh century BCE, and indicates the
inscriber’s skillful hand. After the word ngm, a
very short line was incised, separating it from
the following word, which begins with the letter
dalet. Only the lower extremity of the letter
following the dalet has been preserved, slanting
down to the right; this line may belong to a
gimel, a dalet or a tav. The inscription appears
to refer to the name of the owner of the vessel.
The West-Semitic root ngm, which appears

in many languages and is incorporated into
personal names, is apparently the hypochoristic
of a personal name whose theophoric element
has been dropped.

2. vhw [ (Fig. 2)

1l

Based on the style of the letters, the inscription
can be dated to the eighth century BCE or
the first half of the seventh century BCE. It
contains the typical Judean theophoric element
vhw, appearing here as the suffix of a personal
name.

3. 1y (Fig. 3).

sj[

The partially-erased letter is probably a resh,
perhaps part of the last syllable of the name of
the vessel’s owner.

Incised Marks

The marks were incised on pots, most of them
post-firing. The marks were classified into five
categories: four resemble similar groups of
marks found at other sites, and the fifth consists
of assorted marks, many of them unique.

Marks Resembling the Letter Tet (&; Fig.
4). The marks in this group are known from
inscriptions found at the City of David, at Tell
Beit Mirsim and in the Hebron region. Next
to traces of the fer-shaped marking in Item 5
are traces of a drawing far larger than the mark
itself: two circles, the smaller of which covers
part of the larger circle, with thin lines linking
the two circumferences.

Marks Resembling the Archaic Letter Kaph
(Y; Fig. 5). This mark is known from other
inscriptions found in Jerusalem, ‘Arad and
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Horbat Rosh Zayit. Figure 5:8 shows an item
which has traces of another mark.

Marks Resembling the Archaic Letter Samekh
(F; Fig. 6). The mark, which is similar to the
letter samekh as adopted from the Canaanite
script, has parallels on potsherds from the City
of David.

Marks Resembling the Letter Tav (X; Fig. 7).
This cross-shaped mark, of which four unusual
examples are presented here, was identified
on over 60 items, comprising the majority of
incised marks found in the excavation. Such
marks are very common on pottery vessels,
especially on handles, dating from the Iron Age.
Parallels are known from many sites, including
those in Jerusalem.

Assorted Marks (Fig. 8). Marks similar to those
shown in Fig. 8:17 have been found on vessels
from Jerusalem and from Tel Sheva‘. The mark
on Fig. 8:24 is also incised on pot handles from
the City of David. No parallels have been found
for the remaining marks in this group.

Conclusion
The paleographic traits of the assemblage
of inscriptions and marks presented here

are consistent with the epigraphic horizon
of Judah during the eighth through sixth
centuries BCE. The assemblage exhibits clear
similarities to chronologically corresponding
assemblages found elsewhere in Jerusalem and
at other Judean settlements. This consistency
is apparent not only in the current letters of
the alphabet but also in the well-developed
system of markings that supplemented them.
It would seem that these markings attest to
the existence of a widely accepted and readily
recognized system of symbols that served to
indicate content, units of volume and quality
on pottery vessels.

CAPTIONS TO ILLUSTRATIONS

Plan 1. The building.

Fig. 1. Inscription on handle.

Fig. 2. Inscription on body sherd.

Fig. 3. Inscription on handle.

Fig. 4. Marks resembling the letter tet.

Fig. 5. Marks resembling the archaic letter
kaph.

Fig. 6. Marks resembling the archaic letter
samekh.

Fig. 7. Marks resembling the letter tav.

Fig. 8. Assorted marks.
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