‘Atigot 72,2012

ROMAN AND BYZANTINE COINS FROM THE EXCAVATION ON THE
EASTERN FRINGES OF TEL SHIQMONA

ROBERT KoOL

A total of 194 coins were uncovered in Areas
A-G on the eastern fringes of Tel Shigmona
(Torge and ‘Ad, this volume); 71 of them were
identified (see Catalogue, below). Except
for one Seleucid-period coin (Cat. No. 1)
minted in Tyre during the second century

BCE, all the coins belong to one continuous
period beginning in the early fourth century
and ending with the reign of the Byzantine
emperor Maurice (582-602 CE). Table 1
presentsthecoinsaccordingtotheirstratigraphic
position.

Table 1. Distribution of Coins within Archaeological Context

Archaeological Context Coin Type ‘ Date ‘ Catalogue No.

Area A (N =8)

Surface (L100) Small bronzes Late 4th—early 5th c. 4,11, 18

Foundation fill above pentanummium Justin I (518-527) 26

bedrock (L132, L147) nummus Sth—6th c. 53

Lower part of foundation | pentanummium 518-538 34

trench (L110)

Lower part of foundation | Vandalic nummus Mid-6th c. 68

W3 (L106)

Fill of foundation trench Selucid bronze 1

(L153)

Area B (N = 2)

Fill north of W251 nummus 5th—6th c. 58

(L203/207)

Occupation level pentanummium Justin I (518-527) 29

(L203/207)

Area C (N = 32)

Between floor stones First half of 6th c. 30, 44, 46, 49

(L3007, L3040, L3048)

Between floor stones Small bronze 4th-5th c. 22

(L3035)

Between floor stones nummus Justinian I (534-565)

(L3037)

Fill below floor (L3043, Small bronzes 4th-5th c. 6,17

13048, L3051) pentanummi 518-538 28,37

Removal of wall Small bronze 4th—5th c. 15

foundations (L.3052) pentanummium Justin I (518-527) 27
nummi (2 Vandalic) Mid-6th c. 55, 66, 69
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Table 1 (cont.)

Archaeological Context Coin Type Date Catalogue No.

Surface north of complex | Vandalic nummus Mid-6th c. 64

(L3028)

Concentration of stones Small bronze 425-450 10

removed by robbers

(L3004, L3013)

L3010 pentanummium 518-538 39
Small bronze 4th-5th c. 12
Carthaginian nummus Mid-6th c. 71

L3012 Small bronzes 4th-5th c. 16,23
pentanummi 518-538 33,41
Half follis Maurice (586/7) 61
Vandalic nummus Mid-6th c. 65

L3022 Carthaginian nummi Justinian I (534-565) 47,50

Courtyard (L3025) pentanummi 518-538 38,43

Above bedrock (L3034) nummi 6th c. 45,51

Area D/E (N = 18)

Surface (L1923) Small bronze 335-341 2

Robbers’ trench W452 Vandalic nummus Mid-6th c. 70

(L417)

Above floors (L420, L421)  pentanummi 518-527 31
nummus 6th c. 57

Above floor (L446) Small bronze 4th—5th c. 20

Fill beneath floor (L430, Small bronzes 4th—5th c. 7,8,14,19, 21

1448, 1449, 1504, L522) pentanummium Justin I (518-527) 25
Sollis Justin II (574/5) 60

Cross-section (L510) nummus 5th—6th c. 56

L444 pentanummi 518-538 35,36

Fill above bedrock and nummi 5th—6th c. 52,59, 67

between foundations

(L401, 1410, L451)

Area F (N=7)

Fill above floor (L714) Small bronzes 4th—5th c. 5,13

Occupation level above Half follis Maurice (591/2) 62

floor (L729)

Fill reacing bedrock Small bronzes 4th—5th c. 3,9

]t}),;l;gd)anon (L732, 1736, pentanummium Justin I (518-527) 32

Fill under wall (L744) Small bronze 4th-5th c. 24

Area G (N =4)

Upper section of well nummus Sth—6th c. 54

(L801) Half follis Maurice (593/4) 63

Lower section of well pentanummi 518-538 40, 42

(L802, L803)
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Dating

The well-stratified coins described above allow
us to suggest a ferminus post quem for the
construction of three buildings in Areas A, C
and D. Interestingly, in all three cases, the latest
datable coins are Vandalic nummi dated to the
mid-sixth century.

These coin finds suggest that the structures
were erected in the first half of the sixth
century, thus further narrowing the range of
dating (early sixth to early seventh centuries)
suggested from the study of the ceramics
(see Torge and ‘Ad, this volume) and mosaics
(see Barash, this volume). Furthermore, the
coin finds from robbers’ trenches in Areas
C and D/E do not extend beyond the sixth
century.

The coin finds support the excavators’
conclusion (see Torge and ‘Ad, this volume)
that Shigmona was a single-phase Byzantine
settlement that probably existed for less than
one hundred years before its abandonment
as a result of an earthquake in 631/2 CE (see
Barzilay, this volume).

Comparison with numismatic material from
two other excavations (Table 2; Hirschfeld
2006; Kletter 2010), conducted in close
proximity to the excavation of Torge and ‘Ad,

shows close similarities both in dating and coin
types.

All three excavations show a virtual absence
of coins dated earlier than the fourth century
and later than the reign of Maurice (582-602),
c.1% and 5% respectively. In fact, all the coins
belong to one continuous period beginning in
the early fourth century and ending toward the
close of Maurice’s reign (late 590s).

Circulation

The coin finds at Shigmona, a large Byzantine
village or harbor town with a mixed population
of Jews and Christians (Torge and ‘Ad, this
volume; Hirschfeld 1996; 2006), comprise a
typical repertoire of small bronzes of the fourth
to fifth centuries and post-reform Byzantine
bronze currencies. The latter group, which
contains the largest number of coins, consists
of coins from the reign of Justin I (517-528
CE) onward, with a dominant presence of small
denominations (pentanummi and nummi).
Particularly noteworthy is the presence in
relatively large numbers (14) of (Vandalic)
nummi minted in Carthage, which circulated
in large quantities throughout the Eastern
Mediterranean area and were used as small
change (Bijovsky 1998:84-85).

Table 2. Comparison of Numismatic Material from Three Excavations at Shigmona

Period Hirschfeld Excavation Kletter Excavation | Torge and ‘Ad
(Hirschfeld 2006) (Kool 2010) Excavation

Pre-4th—5th c. 1.03% — 1.40%

4th-5th c. 46.39% 3.5% 32.29%

518-602 48.40% 73.0% 66.19%

7th c. and later 4.10% 3.5% —

Total number of 97 15 71

identifiable coins
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