»ywnn,73 mpony

1Y 50 bW 1977 NINapn N°22 2 Y19an nDpNR AP NIYn

DR 197 9133 9°R 9933 W0

5TM37 POIPNY L,NIMIRPT ATN3T NDIPnY
;8-5:175WN  PLWYIR) MR IDIPN?
;10-7:27MWN ©*PDY ;47-31:1973 PPWIOIR
7971 1976 N3 .(Ussishkin 1974:109-127
2R %N NUoIPNR DYLN TI¥P 7750 Pna
NIAdW W 72 IREHN L,PYTR R Dw I
Ayalon) 17705% ‘mA—LR MIRPA P WP
02w3a .(1985:54-62; Zimhoni 1985:63-90
NY’0I2°1IR OYLA 77D YN NYAIND MININRT

.(Faust 2009) DOIXD 'R YW 19377713 ,17°K 12

(1 1°350) 1M2PT NP

:0799IR DI AWIPW AIPT NIvma
1977 OYIR AW "IN IR YInw ,R1an
IX NwIbwn 0T0R AR 1IN vt
17 Y90 omipn TR Y902 1axm Avnn
099X 027707 DX 2XYY 2°2¥INY WDOX
$ ('™ 1.0-0.9) Y902 2¥M1 X107 .NoWwan b
PIZ IWMT (AN ‘M 0.6) FI0°I07 AN 1197M2
NI307 NIN°02 FAXIY ANDT 2720 .NI1AIXA NI
177 ANDAM .(2 I1R) 77730 M? NYARY AVIPY
212%1 TIRDAW ,°71997 BPIR DX NI IR0
AN PPN 217,951 RY 1IN (7D 2.2 X 5.2)
JaNIpN? TN IV AMIR NNV KPP IRW)
NIPPNYR T 1%ID 1IN0 PWw 02vnn 1733
NP JNRY LI RXMPI APYM ,IPNT DR
,2Y1 TN L, 1IDXN 13y NwIwn ,aIR

.TI2P7 7MY 710°1377 *IND XXM

NP1MI777 1517 19792 12IXM 1IN 17071371970
YT T DY YIDIT AT TN .01 2IRG YW
1.9 x 0.7) 719°157 AND .IXI?12 IDAN NP NV
,37177 1ND NIRIT ,NYYPINN 720XM2 AV ('
IR 5/ 0.5 X 0.5) NMIYIPW NII30N WIPW 11
NN NINYAT MWL NPIPBIR T TN (3
HwnY ,ADIPNT NIIPIRA AN°OW 21127 NDIPN
9a%30 AM3p 9INY 2w nndR .0vamwa

nIyn NP> Ny *T7IW 1375 2001 JI0PIR WTINA
¥71) MY YNa M NPT 23 AMIp
IR 5 14298/09965 71 519298/59965 17
YW PINANT PPN NpIen 73R NIvn (1
Yyn M 2073 ,P0°Y Y% 01 Annn ambw
NI97YM 1277 37 7I9NY TIN0 .amYwi 003
1,92v2 1¥101W N7 7113

n°27Wn NPT NP 1873 R¥MI WY N
XI7 ;w352 mIRTRIMT »7p 1177 11an°
W7 ,0%7 "I YN M 40070 YW 7a17 XYW
.07 D13 INIR 2210 (TIIRMY IDXM) 172
YR ,AMRTNIDXY AY2IMR 72 opvn Ynd
5M1 2°n1a L,pMan CIn 9XI AmIRaT avewn
OTIR

773 93¥2 1571 12°30W N3P a3 Yna
1IVIN 05%IMAW ,NIPBM DMYINIIR 0P
19IXIN TP NI LJA2 ITTWIW N1IYN

180

v

o1 + Lakhish 610

600

600 Mw%{
590 ié\

0 ‘S d
nmp — kn‘l\})?‘% “ -a%

e Tel ‘_Etull
H2 awann € =T
#The Excava_tion

1590

=3 (=3
s =)
— —

200

.0°21720 0°INKXI Y 5n% omra 93P DIP°D .1 PR



Y YN YW 7T NN2pR 1°33 2 91127 noIpnn 7113p NN

—

<T—>
SN

L1001

L2X
~

X
X

NN

\4 [

\ S
o S
‘i
D

% %
-

PR SN

~"9no Fill °

1-1

/ X
.,I " 2 /
N
SN ¥
N & X /'\\
A i N \
. P AN 7
_/A /" ' A
_______ 4 ’ Ralv]
- [ Fill \
9no G
Fill i

.0°2011 N°10N ,7M2APn NIYn .1 0°1on



3% NP 11717133 PR 7113 V0

.29yn-0177 VAR ,TOOXRMY DWW, 1 71713 7717 .4 IR

Y90 OWIT 022IRM 1IN TR W (‘0 1.8 X 2.5)
Sy .70 NI NMINY WY (D 1.0 X 1.8)
,7°2127Y2 DM 7937 OTR NIPY IRYNI DWIITH
93 ¥pa IM2 Mpnya TTw MIYvs bwa
X 0.15) TVBIT WRI NAIAY N3 MIPMIT WA
X 1.8) 2% X1 NN DWIITT P2 (D 1.00
(‘M 0.50 X 0.15) 7% JAR FAPYM WPV (‘M 0.7
m 0.7 ;L1000) Jup 192 X127 P2 TIDAW
,IDDRM W1 W TI77 .(4 IR ;77213 ' 1.4 70
WM OM21,071 790 N0 0IR NINEY 12 IRXAN
002 Y¥2 YD 737 0ID°VA TN DI NI
>1DIR 7DORMA 0IN °9 RXMM DN DI 723N

.(7-5 ©MPR 1979 ) 177007 N ARNY

XXM ('m 1.9 X 0.8) 7MY 170°157 AND .2 77N
9A% 2 Anon LAIvaY 10°157 nnp YN
DO2IXM IR IWNW (‘D 2.0 X 2.6) *129m 7P
nmnk Wwnww (‘'n 0.8 x 1.8) Y70 Wil
N129 IR MINZY IREMI DWAITR DY 00010

YRR AND L2 KR

.29yn-0177Y var 3TN RN, 1 77132 7717 .3 IR



7107 2n YW 11777 N172p 1°22 2 21737 NBIPNA A73p NIVA 4%

(7-5 Q1K) R¥AHT

73% IMnnw oI 95 12an1 APt NIvma
TIIRON IR R¥MM TV RN 2¥DAD 01337
5¥1 mApn 12oma Yy ooann 7P NIvn
D™INX2 NI NPDIPLIVO NIADWY NPT
IX2 ,0°0%7 N2 b0 ,weob :0n27 50 N2°202

0y M vaw

(NTIVP ANNW IRINI —.(5 TPR) AP MR
T2 TN 7DW NIYYA MPIY N1IYp wIvw
MMIvY NMYR W ;(3-1:5 IPX) AXIN 70NN
,5:5 I1R) NYMYMI TVWD IBW YW ,MITITN
MIDN IPYNA O1IR NI NP W (7
P17°1) ©°0DA NPIIAM NAR TIVPRI 5 (6 ,4: 5 1K)
DPIPDIR NIRRT C0IDW L(8:5 PR ;DIAN
IX22 IREMI ANIADY 17705 ‘AR ARPA ATND
w9921 A 7725w 0°09m N2 Yna LIl 5aow vaw
TR AREMI Y Pna nena 191,101 730w
27I9M TIBR PON AWYT L(9:5 IPR) NAR

.0°12% 00”2

.7m2 Twn MY ys Swa 7°2129v21 nrena
071 795 S 71a%m 12301 (L1001) 7977 n1°a
,MI0P N1PODY DMIND MM IpUYa ,00nn
W P2 .NIRPNYA TV 0T Y 0Ipna oMW
9217w (' 0.9 X 2.0) 1IT0M XM QWA
D3 ; IDORN WHWW (0P ‘M 1.2) 93030 T2Y
2337 ,PT APYNA 7RI IR TIDIN AT P
ATTW IREMI ADOXMAIL.(CMA 0.1 X 0.8) ¥H0a

RXPHN AP

2xm ('» 1.8 x 0.7) 370 70°157 NN .3 N
nnB T3IMR OYIRA PW MmN PR 15712
73PN 0 .ANDA IMPRANY IV 1DIDN KM
oW R9M XXM XIT L2339 (‘P 2.0 X 2.7)
12371 T3P IIN2 DTV DIPPA MWW
IIRP (M 2.0 X 0.9) 1772V "IWn Y90 WIT W
0.1 x 0.5) 2I¥7 APYN 1N 1IN YW NN
TIRNM LADORMA TIDY AMAPA 1IN P2 L(»
977 NIpNa U 1.2 TI0IPY 23930 IDoRN YW
"19% 2237w ‘» 0.8 0PI NND YD1 DORNDT

JI2P 1INY DTTIW 18D 1RO ; VWD

0

10

|

17721 DYR 0N 95,5 91K



5*

,3,1: 6 97°R2aW N113Y) 11 725w yaw X232 IRIMHI
W 2527 (2:6 I°R) A 720V 2°07 12 Yna (4
.(5:6 771°R) 11T 7200

NP 11717132 91K 1113 V0

597K )
(377705%) J1IR°NT MYapn MmN Yoon | oIp1? 9o | ‘on
+('m ARn7) 1 725w yaw IR 0°12% 0°0°73 07X v 1001/1 101 avp 1
Aharoni 1973: P1. 72:11
< ("I IRMT) A 72OW 0°091 02
Albright 1943: P1. 22:7
(N ARHAN) I 720w ¥yaw IR 0°37 0°12% 0°0™3 ,0INIR v 1001/3 101 avp 2
Aharoni 1973: P1. 72:6
: (N ARH”D) I 720w ¥yaw IR 0°12% 0°0°73 LY , 0TI v 1001/6 101 ovp 3
Aharoni 1973: P1. 68:1
(N ARNDT) 11 725w v p’m:z 017X MD2°1,0T0IR PPV 1001/4 101 ovp 4
Zimhoni 2004:1813, Fig. 26.3:1 131577
:7I0°9 9N
Zimhoni 1985: Fig. 3:6
<(’n AR I 720w 7=V oINIR 7O 1001/30 101 avp 5
Zimhoni 2004:1845, Fig. 26.26:4
+ (N ARNT) I 725w woh ,0°32% 00713 LYM ,TIBX o 1001/5 101 aIvp 6
Zimhoni 2004:1843, Fig. 25.29:1 °1°157 P12 OTIR BN
707 90
Zimhoni 1985: Fig. 5:1
£ (0 ARNT) 1 720w ¥yaw IR2 0°12% 0°0™3 ,QTIDIXR PO 1001/13 101 avp 7
Aharoni 1973: P1. 74:3
: (I IRMT) A 725V 0°091 12
Albright 1943: P1. 21:4
:710°9 9N
Zimhoni 1985: Fig. 3:7
+('I7 IRNT) A 720w 0°09 N2 P‘?ﬂ: 0°0D P17°1,DTNIR PV 1001/2 101 avp 8
Albright 1943: P1. 24:2 17107
2°12% 0°073 , 71X v 1001/7 7R 9
.
1 2 3

D173 : 01 995 .6 R

"2WI 0°72°10 N1 FIWY IRXNAI —.(6 I°R) MM
771 0°97217 0°0ID°L AWCHAN 3T .0°501 N1
nab m’mpn (6 771°X) 0021 NMIX2 P YA AN




7707 2n YW 11777 N172p N°22 2 21737 NBIPNA AM3p NIVA

6K
(37705%9) J1IR°NI MY2apn i Yoon | op1n ‘on
:('M7 ARMT) 11 720w yaw Ixa m°D °119°0 ,0TNIR PO | 1000/5 105 1
Aharoni 1973: Pl. 64:21
: ("I IR A 720w 0°0m "3 m°D °19°0 ,0TNIR PV | 1000/2 102 2
Albright 1943: P1. 24:2
:('M ARMT) 11 720w yaw Ixa m°D °I%0 ,0TNIR PV 1000/1 101 3
Aharoni 1973: PI. 64:21
:(RR ARNT 1720w yaw Ixa | ,0°32% 0°0™3 ,1I1BR Y | 1000/3 103 4
Abharoni 1973: Pl. 64:19 "D "1°0
(‘1T ARMT) 11 720w woab m°D°12°0 ,0T™IR PV 1000/4 104 5
Tufnell 1953: PI. 83:150
797K
(377057%) 1R NI MYapi MmN Yoon | oY ] ‘on
(' ARMT) 1 720w yaw Ixa YN ,0INTIX PV 1001722 101 | Hwao 1
Aharoni 1973: P1. 61:92 0°12% 0°073
: ("I IRMT) A 720w 0°077) N3 0°0°13,2737% PV 1001/15 115 1 2
Albright 1943: P1. 14:4 o°12%
(' RN 1 720w yaw Ixa YN ,0INTIX PV 1001/21 101 b 3
Aharoni 1973: P1. 68:7 0°12% 0°03
:('N7 IRDT) 1002 93P 3P 0INIX PV 1000/6 106 b 4
Tufnell 1953: PL. 74:16
:('mn ARnT) 11 725w yaw X3 0°0°13,0INIXR PV 1001/17 101 ab) 5
Aharoni 1973: Pl. 66:2 VI 1%, 000N
: (‘M7 RPN 11 720w wab ,7PT 7BW ,01IR PO 1001/10 101 b 6
Tufnell 1953: P1. 90:385 0°12% 0°0™3
(/I RN 521/8 12p w3 QIMIR PO 1001/8 101 hE) 7
Tufnell 1953: PI. 72:8
('R AR 1 725w w3% | 070D pIPn ,0InTR PV 1001/16 101 hE) 8
Tufnell 1953: PI. 86:229 9DIX
:('07 AR [ 725w w3% | 0’0", 1IDR—2I7R PV 1001/12 101 hE) 9
Tufnell 1953: P1. 86:249 0%12%
:('0R ARNT) [ 725w wo3% | 7INW "D°0 715X PV 1001/19 101 nop 10
Tufnell 1953: P1. 76:19 PIm amnw
(‘M ARMT) 1 720w woab VYN ,DINTIX TV 1001/11 101 nop 11
Aharoni 1973: PlL. 74:14 012 003
: ("I IRMT) A 725w 0°077) 1A vYN ,0INTIX PV 1001/18 101 nop 12
Albright 1943: P1. 18:8 0°12% D'
(‘M7 ARMT) 11 720w woab 0°0°13, 0N PV 1001720 101 n"op 13

Zimhoni 2004:1838, Fig. 26.21:5

o%a%

6*



7% NP 1777 713 PHX 1113 IY0

11

0

g

Y

10

e

.N1°997 8°99 , 91w 0 1 01 795 .7 PR

03D IX¥MI 15 .11 725w Yaw I3 ARENI 1Y
NR¥I’7 N1 70 °DYD AV AVIWD DY Y¥a
QPN ,1159M32 957 713% NIANNMI 2957 Nown
JPK) *10°1 ’DY 0PI (4: 7 1K) DITR D°DINN
9307 ,0INIR PUN DTIWY PR 03D .(5:7
19301 017 09D .2V’ 1% DOVYH DD
,37770D% "1 RN TIRINNT,W2522 1002 13p2
X 0°3IRINN7 LI 725w Yaw IRAN 022190109
33 PRI PRI D 1770D? NN ARNY o7
L7120 79°7%2 0INIX VN WY RIT,7:7 IR
n3117m 35w 79Ym *5%5 NNBIT X IRNY 7OY
1°2 N9ann7 N7 ,0°3717) 02037 YW NIRYR
92p2a 19301 M7 025 757 AN5Y PINNNT 0397
19 .37770D% ‘A7 ARNY TIRINNT w2502 521/8
MWV ,P2IR PIPH PV D1IR 7DINM D R¥M)
INEMI 1Y 21T 09D .(8:7 IIR) DINIX LN

1T 120w w252

PR DWwean 0 —.(1:7 IR) Mwea 90
,I%I1IM ,7DIPT DWA TBRNM 2P REMIW
131 ,07MIR PON MWY XIT .AN2ID VYN TVN
A7 TIRMA 907 71T 0ID°V .0°1aY 0°0M) LYD

I 20w yaw ax2a bwn®b ,a7m°a 17708Y

IRZMI 7P NN —.(9-2:7 1K) 0D
PN WY Y 173 2 ‘om D .0°3D IYaw
IRME YYa XM ,0°3% 0°0°13 121 2R3N
TONA ABWI WHIWM MINT 037 WMV AIPT
937 NDWM NR¥Y DR .pIN *BYY NN
JRNXY DA 0957 A% NIannml JIR®a
,A 1125w ©°07m n°a Yn3a 1van1 oom17 03B
IPRAW DY .3770BY ‘AR RN DOIRINM
nYDIPH VWD IBW AN IPT IRMY 3:7
MWY X7 .HN3Y ADWAN NIANNMT NPT 7°1D
n973pn .0°1a% 0°0%13 LYM 131 ,0TINIX PON



Y YN YW 777 NN2ApR 1°33 2 91127 noIpnn 7113p NIYn 8*

.12 >7171 0P ANDI DWAW N1 IR IR 21290
n°21 /MW ,A2 93pn 19 77 DIDWH T3P
0*1DX) 1LY Yn YW mImATNBXT NMapa
nwbwn 0MINn MO (3 ¥ L8-7:27nwn
N>7Ym P10 9y 19 7139 21290 1IN Yw 1IN
025w *IW 132811 170 952 NP NnBwni ANApn
n°0°03 NPNNBWM N3WN? NITY *9IX ,IDOXRM)
70’y YN2 0°13p3a .aX °na AWIPwR 7AdINY
:2°DNIWM 0237 721 N°95°7TX N0 NDPNWN
,MIMINP NP 1721 NINMIALTIRG T3P 90
.(214:v70WN >pPOIT?) NIDOXMI NI MM
,71T 9927772 197377 72p2 AR 2°YDIN 19X 02327571
nT0M2 NIXIY W %D MINART DX DWWRN oM
PP NN w73 117y YA Aapn

D19om7 By JHnon AMI3pa PIYn JIIRCD
n%apn .NIDORMIT DPADWNAN HORIW MIPT
I 725w vaw xa% 11 725w wa%% X¥nni
NR TIRNY NIWDRM A 725w 2°091 1" YN
MR RN W ATIWR XnnY 1R NIvn
IREMI NIWPT 1™ IN3W 111D ,09IR 1777007
SN2 NIPHNR WYY NIdWR 1 MYapn
TRNT DW ANWRIT NOXONY MI2IRINGT L0y
Ayalon 1985:54-55; Zimhoni) 1”705% ‘1
MW W IM3p NIwm 0> a0 ,(1985:87-88
nooNM MNP NIWH AR ADIPN TIRY
MR W07V YN 12V 1IYVINY 7112 MDY
,73p NP NWY 131 WY n11ap nva Yo
20> YW MPPY NIV N2 777D OR¥MHN TYY
YW N2>V N1 02PN ,1770DY NN ARNPAN
.2 919277 NOIPNA INRAT

TYRW MY 1% ,700p 119K T NNy ATnen onpbn
TI9R L, (1Y) JPUITOROTY AIPR WP 2P WM 77
%P [T APODIT AVBAT AT AT (QOREHN D127X) Ny

IR TIWn NIV A9RRY KRS

19303 NPOD YIIR —.(13-10:7 IPR) DIOD
,(10:7 9PX) n°dD (A1 ,AM3IPT N3IWMI
n>7> .NPINMI NAW ADINMN ,NDR PO WY
N92anNMY IRV 1IMY TINON NOWNI N°OD7
D°219312 NIXIDI 7T 30M NIPID N3 ANIY
IREMI MP3pMY ,177700% /N ARNY 0PIDIRG
19301W NIDOIIT N1ODR WIYW 11 725w woah3
VYN 121 QIDTIX PV DPWY (13-11:7 I1R)
nY3yn N¥7°1 03k N7 NTIX .0°132% 0°07)
IRNE OO DIV NNANN®Y ADWAN DRYY
now .pIN *5%3 MYp [LI INY %P NIPOD7
D™INX2 NIY°3pn IXXM 172 031 NYIYH N3

.17710DY ‘M7 RN 19 77

179 2990

YW PUCY Yna mIemw AMapn Nvn
J770DY ‘IR ARNA TP nnnbwn aM2ap
201 NY PO YYD MARA AP NI
7Y S ARl L2 9132 nowpna AT
;8-7:27MWN DD ;47-31:1973 PPWIDIR)
0°0071 O INRM ,(Ussishkin  1974:109-127
XIDIN 1) Y0 Yn on AT nbowa
na7m (Tufnell 1953:171) w»a% ,(v”>wn
P01 .(Dever 1969-1970:139-203) mp-bx
YW nUIDY ARPIN AYOXT (217-206: V”OWN)
7°091,7737°2 2 Y1937 NDIPNA AP NN
"M3p” DIDWV? N3PV WIBAW IMIPR NI
0ID°VY .(209: V”OWN >PDI) “NIAVERI NINMI
971 9R I%p AWed PTOM TIT 0P T N3P

awya

PPNy W nyean AR onpon 193 mIvmn R
NTPIN °NYa NIHR N1ApYA JADW XY WHIN YTIX
TIBAN FIYIN TIWAT .70V YN YW 177 NMapn nvaa
WA ayon ,(A-3530 0N IRWIT) 0NN 7T DY nopbn
IBANYT TIPN2 2001 73020 IR TR MpnYi



9% NP 1777 13 PIX 1113 Y0

nyanpn

AMaPR AR Sw IO PMYIDY 70w /R PO
—206:03 PXI° IR ATIPA I Y1an nowpna
217

Jow ,71'\3 ’an bﬁ:!;'l Z'\EHPHD 03P .2”Hwn 1 070X
.10—7: 11 Mpony

Aharoni Y. ed. 1973. Beer-Sheba 1: Excavations
at Tel Beer-Sheba 1969-1971 Seasons (Tel
Aviv University, Publications of the Institute of
Archaeology 2). Tel Aviv.

Albright WEF. 1943. The Excavation of Tell Beit
Mirsim 111: The Iron Age (AASOR 21-22). New
Haven.

Ayalon E. 1985. Trial Excavation of Two Iron Age
Strata at Tel ‘Eton. Tel Aviv 12:54-62.

Dever W.G. 1969-1970. Iron Age Epigraphic
Material from the Area of Khirbet el-Kom. HUCA
40-41:139-204.

Faust A. 2009. Tel ‘Eton, 2006-2007 (Notes and
News). [EJ 59:112-119.

mYIn ey Pn Y 0M3p 77w .17OWN 3 UL
.8—5:13 NPMPIN'DIN

0%y PN nPRRIWOR DIPNR M 03P 1973 1T PRYIOIR
TMEDIIDY WA O*IPANI NIPON TNV IR 2 TIN
.47-31 1Y .273% 70 .172” Yxmw

5na 7112R-NDIPNM 012p-NIYH .07OWN 7 RIDIN R 1772
.39-30: v YXIW* PIX .0

Tufnell O. 1953. Lachish (Tell ed-Duweir) 111: The
Iron Age. London—New York—Toronto.

Ussishkin D. 1974. Tombs from the Israelite Period
at Tel ‘Eton. Tel Aviv 1:109-127.

Zimhoni O. 1985. The Iron Age Pottery of Tel ‘Eton
and Its Relation to the Lachish, Tell Beit Mirsim
and Arad Assemblages. Tel Aviv 12:63-90.

Zimhoni O. 2004. The Pottery of Levels III
and II. In D. Ussishkin ed. The Renewed
Archaeological Excavations at Lachish (1973—
1994) 1V (Tel Aviv University Institute of
Archaeology Monograph Series 22). Tel Aviv.
Pp. 1789-1899.






AN IRON AGE II BURIAL CAVE IN THE SOUTHERN BURIAL GROUND
AT TEL ‘ETUN

SA‘AR GANOR, AMIR GANOR AND RON KEHATI
(PP. 1*-9%)

In October 2001, robbers plundered a burial
cave in the southern burial ground at Tel ‘Etun
(map ref. NIG 19298/59965, O1G 14298/09965;
Fig. 1). The cave was hewn into the local soft
chalk (girton). A rock-hewn entrance shaft
(0.9-1.0 m) leads into the cave, with a central
opening (width 0.6 m) flanked by two carved
doorposts (Fig. 2). A recessed frame for a sealing
slab is chiseled around the entrance. Steps lead
down from the opening into a central, rectangular
entrance passage (5.2 x 2.2 m), from the sides of
which three entrances lead into burial chambers
to the north, east and west (Plan 1).

A complete archaeological excavation was
carried out in Chamber 1, which had been
plundered by antiquities robbers. The chamber’s
entrance opening (0.7 X 1.9 m) is finely-hewn
to form a stepped opening with three recessed
frames (0.5 x 0.5 m; Fig. 3), one inside the
other. This design is typical of the ornamentation
of doors and windows in the Iron Age and is
frequently depicted in art and ivory artifacts
of the period. The opening leads into an oval
burial chamber (2.5 x 1.8 m). Along both sides
of the chamber, hewn stone burial-benches were
uncovered (1.8 x 1.0 m; Fig. 4) on which human
bones and pottery vessels were revealed.

A headrest for the deceased (0.15 x 1.00 m)
was found at the end of each bench. The hewn-
out central passageway between the benches
(1.8 x 0.7 m) ends in a narrow stone parapet
(0.15 x 0.50 m), dividing the chamber from a
small recess (L1000; diam. 0.7 m, height 1.4 m).
The recess served as a repository, and yielded
human bones and a number of pottery vessels,
including five intact lamps of the folded lamp

type with high base, and a jar. The ceramic
finds in the repository are characteristic of the
eighth century BCE (Figs. 5-7).

Chambers 2 and 3 were also found to have
been looted. Their plans are similar to that
of Chamber 1, and they yielded pottery finds
characteristic of the eighth century BCE.

Diagnostic parallels with the ceramic finds
(Figs. 5-7) were found at Tel ‘Etun, as well as at
sites in the nearby region, such as Be’er Sheva®,
Tell Beit Mirsim and Lakhish. On the basis of
these parallels, the burial cave can be dated
between the second half of the eighth century
BCE and the destruction by Sennacherib’s
campaign in 701 BCE.

Rock-hewn burial caves from Iron Age II
are well documented in Judah, including caves
found at Tel ‘Etun itself, as well as at other sites
in the Judean Shephelah, such as Tel Halif,
Lakhish and Khirbat el-Qom. The arrangement
of the burial chambers on three sides of a
rectangular chamber indicates the presence of
a planned and organized family burial system.

CAPTIONS TO ILLUSTRATIONS

Fig. 1. Location map showing the position of the
cave in relation to Tel ‘Etun and to nearby sites.
Plan 1. Burial cave, plan and sections.

Fig. 2. Entrance to the burial cave.

Fig. 3. Entrance to Chamber 1, looking southwest.
Fig. 4. Chamber 1: burial benches and
repository, looking southwest.

Fig. 5. Pottery bowls and krater.

Fig. 6. Pottery lamps.

Fig. 7. Pottery cooking vessel, jugs and juglets.
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