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Table 2. Ossuaries from Caves 1 (1-7) and 3 (8, 9)
PR | (70) 70NN AN 7o3n | (M)TAR | (PaAm | (M) TR Y71 on XX | 'om
Fig. | Lid Height (cm) Lid = Height (m) = Width (cm) | Length (m) IAA No. Origin | No.
5 - 0.31 0.25 0.60  96-2831 | 25,1 yn 1
6 7 Mnp 0.33 0.27 0.66  96-2826 = 3 T10,17yn 2
7 4 MW MNP 0.31 0.25 0.60  96-2828 ,1mvn 3
4 7193 M
8 5 MW MNP 0.30 0.26 0.68  96-2829 | 75,1 yn 4
9 5 MW ,Mnp 0.30 0.24 0.60  96-2833 | 8 T13,1 M 5
10 5 119m3 0.35 0.24 0.63  96-2827 | 8 T10,1 yn 6
11 8 | mnpoIvab arRMIT NP 0.42 0.37 0.94 | 96-2825 | 8 13,1 717vn 7
N°°10 NYI3 NIYINRA
16 5 Mnp 0.27 0.21 0.59 | 96-2830 | 2T13,3 7Ivn 8
17 5 Maw , nona 0.30 0.26 0.62  96-2832 | 9 13,3 myn 9
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BURIAL CAVES FROM THE EARLY ROMAN—EARLY BYZANTINE PERIODS
AT BEN SHEMEN

OREN SHMUELI, ELT YANNAI YTFAT PELEG AND YOSSI NAGAR
(Pp. 19*-44%)

Four burial caves were discovered at Ben
Shemen in 1995 (Fig. 1:1-4). Three of the caves
(Caves 1-3) are loculi (kokhim) caves of the
type characteristic of Jerusalem and the Judean
Hills during the Early Roman period; ossuaries
were discovered in two of them. A fourth cave
(Cave 4) is an arcosolium cave, attributed to the
Late Roman and early Byzantine periods.

Cave 1 (Plan 1; Figs. 2-4) includes a central
chamber and nine burial kokhs, five of which
yielded seven stone ossuaries (Figs. 5—-11; see
Table 2). The meager finds in the cave (Fig. 12)
date from the mid-first and second centuries
CE. Bones representing at least twenty-six
individuals were found inside the kokhs, the
ossuaries and the central standing pit. These
included eighteen adults, of which four women
and five men were identified; one adolescent
(14-18 years old); and eight children and
infants (see Table 1).

Cave 2 (Plan 2; Fig. 13) consists of an
entrance courtyard and a central chamber with
access to two kokhs. The courtyard yielded the
sherd of a cooking pot from the first century
CE (Fig. 14) and the bones of at least one adult
individual. The bones of at least two adult
individuals were found in the standing pit, one
of them a male.

Cave 3 (Plan 3; Fig. 15) includes a courtyard
with a sunken entrance and a central chamber
with eleven kokhs and a small niche; stone
ossuaries were discovered in two kokhs (Figs.
16, 17). The few finds in the cave (Fig. 18)
date to the latter half of the first and the second
centuries CE. The cave yielded the bones of
at least twenty-three individuals, including
eighteen adults, at least three of whom were
women and two male, as well as five infants
and children (see Table 3).

Kokhim Caves 1-3 were used as family burial
places for the middle and upper classes living
in a nearby settlement. The remains of a village
with ritual baths (migva’of) dating from the
second century BCE through the second century
CE were excavated c. 150 m to the north of the
caves (Fig. 1:E); six clusters of burial caves
were identified in its vicinity. It would therefore
appear that Caves 1-3 and similar kokhim caves
found nearby (Fig. 1:A-D) were used by the
inhabitants of this village. Both the custom
of burial in kokhim caves and the practice of
secondary burial in ossuaries indicate cultural
and material ties of the local Jewish population
with Jerusalem at the end of the Second Temple
period. Furthermore, they show that such burial
traditions continued even after the destruction
of the Temple. The ossuaries were decorated
with standard motifs characteristic of the
period—mainly rosettes and palm trees—but
were largely of poorer quality than ossuaries
found in Jerusalem. The reasons for the low
incidence of bones of infants and children (c.
25%), and the rather young average age of the
adult population buried in Caves 1 and 3 (30
years), are not clear; however, the sample may
be biased due to the poor state of preservation
of the bones (see Tables 4, 5).

Cave 4 (Plan 4; Fig. 19), dated from the Late
Roman period to the early Byzantine period,
consists of a hewn shaft leading into a stepped
corridor, and a burial chamber with three
arcosolia. Each arcosolium contains a burial
shelf with a stone-built partition. The cave
floor and the burial shelves were paved with
white mosaic. The ceiling, the walls and the
partitions of the burial shelves were covered
with white plaster. The remains of red bands
of paint could be discerned along the bottom
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of the walls and on the ceiling. Remnants of
two wreaths painted in reddish-dark brown
were identified on the walls (see Michaeli, this
volume).

The southern arcosolium yielded two Bet
Nattif lamps (Fig. 20) of a type common in
the fourth and fifth centuries CE. Charcoal
remains, identified as olive and carob wood,
were found on the floor of the burial chamber;
their calibrated C'* date, 344 BCE—49 CE (see
Table 6), may indicate that the cave was used
during the Hellenistic or Early Roman periods
and only later transformed into an arcosolium
burial cave. The bones of at least two adult
individuals were found scattered in the cave: a
female over thirty yeas old and a male aged at
least eighteen.

A Greek inscription in red, found on a boulder
that collapsed from the cave wall, includes the
term “servants of Christ”, indicating that the
cave was used by Christians in the late third
or the early fourth century CE (see Di Segni,
this volume). This date is compatible with the
general date that can be determined for the
wall paintings (Late Roman—early Byzantine
periods). The cave continued to be in use during
the fourth century CE.

Many  Christian  communities  and
monasteries existed during the Byzantine
period in the Lod plain, in the vicinity of
the burial cave. As evident from the Hebrew
name of one the deceased (see Di Segni,
this volume), at least some of the people
living in these communities may have been
descended from the local Jewish population

that continued to live in the Lod plain after the
fall of the Second Temple.

CAPTIONS TO ILLUSTRATIONS

Fig. 1. Location map of the burial caves and
nearby excavations.

Plan 1. Cave 1, plan and sections.

Fig. 2. Cave 1: Standing pit and Kokhs 3-6,
looking southwest.

Fig. 3. Cave 1: Ossuary 1 inside Kokh 2,
looking southeast.

Fig. 4. Cave 1: Kokhs 7-9, looking northwest.
Fig. 5. Ossuary 1: (a) front; (b) left; (c) right.
Fig. 6. Ossuary 2: (a) front; (b) back; (c) left.
Fig. 7. Ossuary 3: (a) front; (b) back; (c) right.
Fig. 8. Ossuary 4: (a) front; (b) back; (c) left;
(d) lid.

Fig. 9. Ossuary 5: (a) front; (b) lid.

Fig. 10. Ossuary 6: (a) front; (b) lid.

Fig. 11. Ossuary 7: (a) front; (b) back; (c) left;
(d) right; (e) lid.

Fig. 12. Finds from Cave 1.

Plan 2. Cave 2, plan and sections.

Fig. 13. Cave 2: central chamber, looking east.
Fig. 14. Cooking pot from Cave 2 (B126013).
Plan 3. Cave 3, plan and sections.

Fig. 15. Cave 3: entrance courtyard, looking
southeast.

Fig. 16. Ossuary 8, front.

Fig. 17. Ossuary 9, front.

Fig. 18. Pottery and glass finds from Cave 3.
Fig. 19. Cave 4, looking southwest.

Plan 4. Cave 4, plan and section.

Fig. 20. Lamps from Cave 4.
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