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THE LATE BRONZE AGE II ‘FISHERMAN’S GRAVE’ FROM AKHZIV

HANAA ABU-UQSA
(Pp. 1%-7%)

During the winter of 2003, heavy rains exposed
a grave in the eastern burial ground at Akhziv,
located within Kibbutz Gesher Ha-Ziv (map
ref. NIG 2108/7722; OIG 1608/2722; Fig. 1).
Graves dated to Late Bronze Age 1IB and to
the Roman period had formerly been exposed
in this location during sand extraction carried
out nearby, as had other graves of the Roman
period. In the 1940s, excavations conducted a
few meters to the east revealed two large burial
grounds dated to the Iron Age. The way in which
the graves were hewn and the accompanying
finds testify to the Phoenician origin of those
interred in them and to strong Cypriot links.
The excavation revealed a pit grave oriented
north—south, with fourteen vessels, arranged in
two groups along its eastern and western sides
(Plan 1; Figs. 2, 3). Of note was a collection
of lead fishing-net weights found inside one
of the bowls (see Sharvit, this volume: Fig.1).
The area between the two vessel groups was

empty, and it is most likely that the skeleton of
the deceased was placed here. The bones were
not preserved due to the saline soil and the high
humidity of the local climate.

The pottery assemblage dates to LB IIB
(Figs. 4-6). It includes six bowls—two flat-
based bowls, two Base Ring II bowls and two
milk-bowls (one of which contained the lead
weights)—three burnished juglets, a jug of
local provenance and a Base Ring jug, as well
as three jars.

CAPTIONS TO ILLUSTRATIONS

Fig. 1. Location map.

Plan 1. Plan of the grave.

Fig. 2. Pottery in situ.

Fig. 3. Pottery in situ.

Fig. 4. Local pottery: bowls and jars.

Fig. 5. Imported pottery: bowls.

Fig. 6. Imported pottery: jugs and juglets.
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