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A BURIAL CAVE FROM THE ROMAN AND BYZANTINE PERIODS AT
‘EN YA‘AL, JERUSALEM

RAFEH ABU RAYA AND MIGUEL WEISSMAN
(PP. 11%-14%)

The excavation carried out in June 1994 at
‘En Ya‘al included three areas: Area A (map
ref. NIG 17773/76693; OIG 12773/16693)
and Area C (map ref. NIG 17772/77192; OIG
12772/17192) yielded rock cuttings but no
datable finds, whereas Area B (map ref. NIG
17775/77195; OIG 12775/17195) yielded a
rock-cut burial complex comprising a courtyard
and a cave, which is discussed here.

The cave was entered from a courtyard
through a rock-cut, framed entrance (Plan 1,
Fig. 1). It contains a quadrangle burial chamber,
a standing pit, loculi (kokhim) and a repository.
The excavation yielded many ceramic oil
lamps and vessels dating to the fourth—seventh
centuries CE, with a few dating to the Early
Islamic period (see de Vincenz, this volume),
glass vessels, beads and metal objects, dating
to the Early Roman—Byzantine periods (see
Winter, this volume), and a Christian bronze
pendant (see Kool, this volume). Most of the
finds were recovered in the courtyard, a few in
the standing pit (Table 1; Figs. 2, 3).

The skeletal remains unearthed in the standing
pit represent at least seven adults, three of them
over 40 years old, and eight children, six of
them under 7 and two over 7 years old. It is
unclear to which period these remains belong,
or when the bones were cleared out into the
standing pit.

The plan of the cave is characteristic of
Second Temple-period burial caves. However,
no ossuaries or finds of this period were
discovered in the cave. In comparison with
the meticulous execution of the courtyard,
doorway, burial chamber and standing pit, the
loculi were coarsely hewn and probably not

completed, as they were hewn on one side of
the chamber only, rather than on all sides as
was customary in such burial caves. It appears
that the cave, although unfinished, was used
in the Second Temple period, but was then
completely cleared of its earlier contents by the
secondary users in a later phase, a phenomenon
often observed in burial caves in Jerusalem.

The next phase of use, (mid-first-second
century CE), is represented by the candlestick
and pear-shaped glass bottles, dating to the
second half of the first-second centuries CE.
Final use of the cave was during the fourth—
seventh centuries CE, as attested by the other
glass vessels, the pottery vessels and lamps, the
beads and the metal objects.

The absence of any finds other than glass
vessels from the Middle Roman phase, as
well as the variety of finds and their location
in the burial complex during the late Roman
and Byzantine periods, seems to imply
changes in burial customs over time. The cave
was probably in use until the late Byzantine
period, and may have been plundered in the
Abbasid period, as attested by an oil lamp of
that period.

CAPTIONS TO ILLUSTRATIONS

Plan 1. The cave, plan and section.

Fig. 1. The cave entrance, looking east.

Fig. 2. Pottery vessels and lamps in situ in the
courtyard.

Fig. 3. Pottery vessels and lamps in situ in the
courtyard.

Table 1. Distribution of the pottery vessels and
lamps in the courtyard and burial cave.
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