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BAQA EL-GHARBIYA AREA: A ROMAN-PERIOD CEMETERY
AND OTHER FINDS

AMIR GORZALCZANY
(Pp. 105*-136%)

Between July 2002 and March 2003 three
sites were excavated west of the village
of Baqa el-Gharbiya, in preparation for
the laying of the Cross-Israel Highway
(map ref. NIG 202137-250/702735-607,
OIG 152137-250/202735-907; Figs. 1, 2). The
excavations revealed the eastern and southern
fringes of Horbat Kosit, exposing the peripheral
area of the site, exploited for various industrial
usages and for burial. Hereby are presented the
results of the three excavations.

Horbat Kosit (East)

Some 100 m east of Horbat Kosit three
excavation areas (Al, Bl and C1; Plans 1-4;
Figs. 3—10) were opened, the main one being
Area B1, in which three strata were uncovered:

Stratum I11. Dated from the first century BCE to
the second half of the second century CE, this
stratum included rock-cut installations, possibly
used in agricultural or industrial activities, or
as quarries, and a Roman-period burial ground.
Six or seven rectangular tombs (2.5 x 3.5 m on
average), built on a northwestern—southeastern
axis, were unearthed. Tomb L231 (Plan 2:
Sections 5-5; Figs. 3, 4) is the most prominent
of the tombs; it was entered via a staircase
comprising seven steps. The finds from
Stratum III are presented in Fig. 8.

Stratum II. Dated to the late third-late fourth
centuries CE, this stratum is dominated by
floors, or working surfaces (L260, L275), built
of stones with binding material in between.
These surfaces yielded a large amount of
pottery dated to the fourth century CE (studied
by Peter Gendelman; Fig. 9), glass vessels (see
Katsnelson, this volume) and 19 coins dated to

the mid-fourth—fifth centuries CE (studied by
Donald T. Ariel).

Stratum I. Dated approximately to the end of
the fifth century CE, this stratum designates the
fill above the Stratum II surfaces. This stratum
included also deposit pits, within which were
found potsherds of storage jars (Fig. 10).

Nahal Hadera (North)
Some 500 m south of Horbat Kosit, on a soft
limestone hill, four excavation areas were
opened (A2, B2, C2 and D2; Plans 5-9; Figs.
11-15). In Area A2, a subterranean structure
(L605; Plans 5, 6) was uncovered. It was partly
hewn and partly ashlar-built, and probably
served as the vestibule of an arched space
that had collapsed. This vestibule led to a
room, which was found sealed by a roll stone,
1.2 m in diameter; the room was not excavated.
Surrounding this structure were 24 rock-cut
graves of two types: (a) with a rectangular plan
(0.4-0.6 x 1.6 m on average) and a channel
carved alongside one of its long walls; (b) with
a rectangular plan, larger in size and deeper
(1.5 x 2.5 m on average). All the graves
were found devoid of osteological material;
however, it was clear that they related to the
nearby Subterranean Structure 605. The ‘Type
a’ graves resemble in plan the graves excavated
at Horbat Qumran and ‘Ein el-Awwar, dated
between 175 BCE and 70 CE. Such graves were
also documented at East Talpiyot (Jerusalem),
Beit Saffafa and Khirbat Kazun (Transjordan).
This grave type was previously assigned to the
Essenes or the Nabbatean populations.

In Area B2 additional 68 graves were
uncovered (Plan 7; Figs. 11-14), as well as
rock-cut caves, some of which were sealed



162 SUMMARIES, ‘ATIQOT 64

by a roll stone. The caves were not excavated;
only one cave (L124; Plan 8) was documented.
Cave 124 had a central, arched hall with nine
burial niches (kokhim) carved perpendicular
to its walls. The cave yielded complete glass
vessels in an excellent state of preservation,
some of which are rare types, dating from the
third century CE (see Katsnelson, this volume).

The pottery finds at this site were meager,
as most of the graves were found empty. In
the rock-cuttings between the graves were
found vessels dating to the Persian—Hellenistic
periods (Fig. 15).

Horbat Kosit (South)

Some 500 m south of Horbat Kosit, and ¢. 400 m
west of the Nahal Hadera (North) site, four
areas were excavated (A3, B3, C3 and D3;
Plans 10-13; Figs. 16—18). The finds included
numerous rock-cut installations, cisterns (e.g.,
L302)—to which water was directed by means
of hewn channels—and a tomb(?) (L509)
entered via a rectangular shaft and a staircase.
Sparse architectural remains were uncovered,
damaged by later activities at the site.

The finds were dated to EB I, including
pottery (Fig. 16)—holemouth jars, cooking
pots, storage jars, teapots and a “Meggido-
Type” chalice (No. 23; an unusual find in burial
contexts)—as well as flints (Fig. 18; studied by
Hamoudi Khalaily). Also found were pottery
vessels from the Iron Age (Fig. 17:1, 2), the
Persian period (Fig. 17:3) and the Roman
period (first century BCE-beginning of the
second century CE; Fig. 17: 4-12).

CAPTIONS TO ILLUSTRATIONS

Fig. 1. Location map of the three excavated
sites (according to Permit No.) in the vicinity
of Baqa el-Gharbiya.

Fig. 2. Location map of the excavation areas.

Plan 1. Area Al.

Plan 2. Area B1: plan and sections.

Fig. 3. Tomb 231, looking northeast.

Fig. 4. Tomb 231, a door socket.

Fig. 5. Rock-hewn shafts (L320, L326), looking
northeast.

Plan 3. Area Cl1: section in Loci 505 (1) and
506 (2).

Fig. 6. Remains of a plastered bell-shaped
cistern (L505), looking north.

Fig. 7. Remains of Cave 506, looking east.
Plan 4. Area C1: plan and sections.

Fig. 8. Area B1, Stratum III: pottery.

Fig. 9. Area B1, Stratum II: pottery.

Fig. 10. Area B1, Stratum I: pottery.

Plan 5. Area A2: plan and sections.

Plan 6. Area A2: Structure 605, plan and
sections.

Plan 7. Area B2: plan and sections.

Fig. 11. Grave 1003, looking southeast.

Fig. 12. Grave 1501, looking east.

Fig. 13. Grave(?) 118, with an in situ storage
jar, looking southeast.

Fig. 14. Grave(?) 118: a complete bronze ladle.
Plan 8. Area B2: Burial Cave 124, plan and
sections.

Plan 9. Area D2: Installation 1302, plan and
section.

Fig. 15. Nahal Hadera (North): pottery.

Plan 10. Area B3: Spaces 223 and 225, plan and
section.

Plan 11. Area C3.

Plan 12. Area D3.

Plan 13. Area D3: Grave(?) 509, plan and
section.

Fig. 16. Horbat Kosit (South): Early Bronze
Age I pottery.

Fig. 17. Horbat Kosit (South): Iron Age (1, 2),
Persian-period (3) and Roman-period (4—12)
pottery.

Fig. 18. Horbat Kosit (South): Early Bronze
Age I flints.
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