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IRON AGE I TOMBS IN THE AZOR CEMETERY

AVIVA BUCHENNINO AND ELI YANNAI
(Pp. 17%-40%)

In 2001-2002, a salvage excavation was
conducted in the ancient cemetery of Azor (map
ref. NIG 1815-8/6592-6; OIG 1315-8/1592-6)
on behalf of the Israel Antiquities Authority.
The site is located along the eastern fringes of
the cemetery that stretches across an extensive
area of kurkar hills south and east of Tel Azor.
The excavation was carried out in five areas
(A-E; Fig. 1).

Iron Age | tombs (end of the thirteenth and
the twelfth centuries BCE) were discovered in
Areas A, D and E; a refuse pit that dates to the
Byzantine and Umayyad periods was exposed
in Area D; and tombs from the Ottoman period
and the British Mandate were found in Areas
B and C. Some of the ancient tombs had been
plundered or disturbed by later construction
(e.g., W10, a wall belonging to the Arab village
Yazor, built upon the ancient tombs), and
their offerings were found discarded outside
the tombs (e.g., T8 and T10); thus it was not
always possible to correlate the finds with a
specific tomb. The funerary offerings were
ascribed to the deceased based on their location
and proximity to them.

Nine Iron I tombs and five deceased, whose
skeletons were disturbed, were discovered in
Area A. It should be noted that two imported
Cypriot vessels (bilbils), dating to LB 11B, were
found in T3 in Area A and in T27 in Area E
(Figs. 9:2; 11:1 respectively), alongside vessels
from Iron I. These Cypriot vessels attest that
Late Bronze Age tombs existed at the site.
Another tomb was discovered in Area D (Plan
2). Six more tombs dating to Iron I, along with
several scattered human bones, were revealed
in Area E (Plan 3). Four methods of burial were
used in the cemetery during this period:

1. Burial in pits (T1-T3, Plan 1; T26-T30, Plan
3; Figs. 2, 3).

2. Burial in two ceramic jars, whereby the
neck of one vessel is inserted in the neck of
the other (T4-T7, Plan 1; Figs. 4, 5, 13, 15).
3. Burial in tombs made of unfired mud bricks
(T8, T9, Plan 1; T25, Plan 2; Fig. 6).

4. Burial in cist graves lined with kurkar slabs
(T10, Plan 1; T31, T32, Plan 3).

The pottery vessels that were provided as
funerary offerings included imported vessels
as well as locally produced ware. Two of the
vessels date to LB I1B (Figs. 9:2; 11:1) and the
rest are from Iron | (Figs. 8-20). Bronze pins
(Fig. 12:2, 3) were found in one tomb (T30).
Vessels that date to Iron | (Fig. 20), and to the
Abbasid-Fatimid (Fig. 21:1) and Ottoman
(Fig. 21:2) periods, were found outside the
tombs.

A refuse pit (not drawn), partly excavated,
was discovered in Area D, ¢. 200 m north of
T25 (Plan 2). It yielded a very large quantity of
pottery vessels (Figs. 22, 23), a few fragments
of glass vessels and one poorly preserved coin
(not drawn). The coin is illegible, but based on
its shape, it was probably minted in the fourth
century CE. According to the ceramic artifacts
that were discovered in it, the pit was probably
used in the Byzantine and Umayyad periods.

Thirteen tombs, aligned in an east—west
direction (T11-T24; Plans 4, 5; Figs. 24,
25), were found in Areas B and C. The tombs
were rectangular and built of roughly dressed
kurkar. They were constructed in sandy
soil that contained pottery sherds from the
Byzantine period. Although the tombs were
not opened, it seems they should be dated
to the Ottoman period and the time of the
British Mandate. The deceased interred inside
them were probably Muslims, residents of
the Arab village of Yazor. The location of the
late cemetery was determined because of its
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proximity to the tomb of Imam *Ali, situated Fig. 8. Pottery from T1.
just a short distance away. Fig. 9. Pottery from T3.
Fig. 10. Flask from T26.
Fig. 11. Pottery from T27.

CAPTIONS TO [LLUSTRATIONS Fig. 12. Pottery and bronze objects from T30.

Fig. 1. Location map of the excavation areas. Fig. 13. Burial jars from T4.

Fig. 2. Tomb T2, looking northwest. Fig. 14. Burial jar from T6.

Plan 1. Area A, plan and sections. Fig. 15. Burial jars from T7.

Fig. 3. Tombs T3, T4 and T6, looking west. Fig. 16. Krater from T8.

Fig. 4. Tombs T4 and T6, looking west. Fig. 17. Pottery from T9.

Plan 2. Area D, Tomb T25. Fig. 18. Pottery from T10.

Fig. 5. Tomb T10, looking west. Fig. 19. Juglet from T32.

Plan 3. Area E, general plan of the cemetery. Fig. 20. Pottery from loci outside the tombs.
Plan 4. Area B, Tombs T11-T21. Fig. 21. Pottery of the Abbasid-Fatimid and
Plan 5. Area C, Tombs T22-T24. Ottoman periods.

Plan 6. Area C. Building remains. Fig. 22. Pottery from the refuse pit.

Fig. 6. Tombs in Area B, looking east. Fig. 23. Lamps from the refuse pit.

Fig. 7. Tomb in Area B, a close-up view.
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